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GOAT   ISLAND 


The  most  interesting  spot  in  ;ili  America." 

Capt.  Basil  Hail 


By  peter  a.  porter. 
1900. 


J 


JUl    ■  ^  1937 


I  have  Giuleavoi'fifl,  in  this  attiole, 
to  bring  togetlier  a  uuniber  of  tlio 
opinions  that  have  boon  oxiivossed 
about  Goat  Island,  in  its  various  as- 
IX'cts.  These  expressions  are  mainly 
those  of  persons  to  whom  the  world 
has  given  a  hearing.  l)epaiise  of  their 
abilities  and  prominence  in  tlieir  re- 
spective spheres.  And  joined  to, 
and  interwoven  with  these  expres- 
sions, I  have  added  such  a  chronol- 
ogy of  the  Island  as  I  have  been  able 
to  collect. 
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NIAGARA. 


Author  Onknoion. 


Greiit  Kail,  nil  hail: 
Cun>t  thim  imvi'll 
Thi-si.cTets.ir  thy  lj|rt:i; 

rnfolil  till-  llllj;!. 

Of  each  ilurk  ngc, 

Anil  tell  the  tales  of  earth  ? 

When  I  was  burn 

T\\i  atarn  of  morn 

Together  sang  —  'twas  day: 

The  sun  unrolled 

HN  «:irli  of  k'oIiI 

And  took  hl^  upward  way. 

He  mounted  high 

The  eastern  ■sky 

And  then  looked  down  on  earth; 

Ami  she  wa^  there. 

Young,  fri'sh,  and  fair, 

Anil  I,  and  all.  had  lilrth. 

The  word  of  power 

Was  spoke  that  hour: 
Park.'haos  filt  the  shock; 
Forth  sprung  the  light, 
Hurst  day  from  night. 
Up  leaped  the  living  rook. 

'Jack  fell  the  sea 

Tile  land  was  tree. 

Ami  mountain,  hill,  and  plain 

Stood  fortli  to  view. 

In  emerald  hue,— 

Then  sail.;;  the  stars  amain. 

And  I  — oh  thou: 

Who  taught  me  how 

Til  hymn  thy  wondrous  love 

Pelgn  to  1)1'  near 

And  ealiii  my  fear, 

O  Holy  one  above. 


I  euught  the  word 
Creailiiii  heard. 
And  by  thy  power  arose; 
His  got'iliiess  gave 
The  swelling  wave 
That  ever  onward  tl.-.ws. 

My  his  command 

The  rulnhow  spanned 

My  forehead  and  his  will 

Kvoke.l  the  iloild 

My  feet  to  shroud. 

And  taught  my  volee  to  trill. 

And  who  is  he 

That  i|Uestions  nie  ? 

From  whom  hast  thou  thy  form. 

Thy  life,  thy  soul  ! 

Jly  waters  roll 

Through  day.  nl^-ht.  sunshine,  storm. 

In  grateful  praise 

To  liini,  I  raise 

A  never  ci'asing  song 

To  that  drp;iil  one. 

To  whom  stars,  sun. 

Fartli,  oie;in.  all  belong. 

Tllou  tooail'.re 

Hlni  ever  more 

Who  gave  thou  all  thou  hast: 

Let  time  gone  by 

In  darkness  die 

Deep  burled  In  the  past. 

And  be  thy  mind 

To  hini  iui'llue.l 

Who  made  earth.'heaven  and  thee— 

Thy  every  thought 

To  worshi[>  wrought,— 

This  lesson  learn  of  me. 
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GOAT  ISLAND. 


Goat  Island,  as  the  words  are  ordinarily  nsed,  means  tho  group 
of  islands  and  islets  situated  Ihm  w.-cn  the  American  and  Canadian 
rajiids,  at  the  ver<;c  of  iiiid  jiisi  above  the  Falls  of  Niagara. 

This  group  consists  of  Goat  Island,  which  is  half  a  mile  long 
and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  running  (o  a  point  ai  its  eastern 
end,  comprising  70  acres;  and  1(i  other  islands  or  masses  ..i  i  ock, 
varying  in  size  from  an  average  of  400  feet  to  10  feet  in  diameter. 

Five  of  these  islands  and  the  Terrapin  rocks  n  .  coiiiui.ed 
with  Goat  Island  by  bridges.  Many  years  ago  the  two  ^mall 
islands  above  Green  island  were  also  thus  accessible.  Vs  <  (oat 
I^liiiid  divides  the  Falls  themselves,  so  it  divides  with  them  the 
interest  of  visitors;  for  it  is  the  one  spot  at  Niagara.  If  onlv 
one  point  here  were  to  be  visited,  that  one  spot,  beyond  all  ques- 
tion, should  bo  Goat  Island. 

From  it,  with  the  one  exception  of  the  grand  general  vi(>w  to 
be  obtained  fiom  the  Canada  shore,  are  to  be  seen  all  the  best 
views  of  Niagara,  including  both  falls,  both  rapids,  the  gorge 
and  the  rainbows.  And  of  Niagara,  the  Terrapin  rocks,  access- 
ible only  from  Goat  Island,  are  the  scenic,  as  they  are  the  geo- 
graphical center,  its  very  epitome.  To  Goat  Ishind  have  been 
applied  numerous  epithets,  among  them  the  Temple  of  Nature, 
the  Sacred  Isle,  the  Fairy  Isle,  the  Enchanted  Isle,  the  Isle  of 
Beauty,  the  Shrine  of  the  Deity,  and  less  poetic,  but  perhaps 
most  truthful  of  all,  the  words  quoted  on  the  title  page.  "  the 
most  interesting  spot  in  all  America." 
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(lUA'i      Isi.AMi. 


"It  iH  inlprcsliiiu  lo  coiisiilfi'  llial  iiuuiv  of  tli<'  trees  now 
standing  on  Goat  Islanu  looked  down  on  the  first  recorded  visit 
of  a  white  man  to  the  I^alis.  and  liave  remained  ilie  only  living 
witnesses  of  those  imjionanl  scenes  in  the  drama  (if  European 
eonqnost  in  America,  wliich  were  enacted  at  tills  alliniixn'lant 
portable  in  I  he  <;reat  watei-  route  to  the  heart  of  the  continent. 
The  savage  chiefs  and  comiiierini;  generals,  ihe  trihes  and  armies 
that  moved  along  this  well-known  track  frum  Ontario,  and 
launched  their  vessels  on  the  river  above  Goat  Island,  are  gone, 
hut  tlie  trees  that  shadowed  the  flashing  stream  still  remain  to 
make  the  past  real  and  hring  vividly  lo  memory  mir  wonder- 
ful progress." 

The  Island  embraces  over  two  thirds  of  the  acieagi'.  and  hy 
reason  of  its  location  is  by  far  the  most  imiiortant  jiart.  of  the 
New  York  State  Keservalion  at  Niagara. 

"  It  is  a  paradise:  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  sjiot  in  the  world 
which  within  the  same  space  comjirises  so  much  grandeur  and 
beauty."  This  expression  by  a  Boston  divine.  70  years  ago,  is 
but  a  condensation  of  what  many  others  since  tiien  have  verbally 
expressed,  in  longer,  but  certainly  in  no  more  forcible,  words. 

The  i»urchase  of  this  projierty  by  the  Emjiire  State  in  1885,  was 
ilie  tangible  fulfillment  of  the  following  ui)inion,  iittt'ied  half  a 
century  befoie.  that  "Niagara  does  not  belong  to  Canada  or 
.America.  Such  spots  should  b,-  de.ined  the  properly  of  civilized 
mankind :  and  nothing  shotild  be  allowed  to  weaken  their  eflicacy 
on  the  tastes,  the  morals  and  the  enjoyments  of  all  nun." 

It  is  a  groujt,  or  speaking  collectively,  a  sjiot.  wiuidrous  in 
many  asjiects;  wondrous  from  its  location,  wondrous  from  i's 
geology,  wondrous  from  its  botany.  w(uidr(Uis  from  its  scenery. 
and  famous,  if  not  wondrous,  from  its  history. 
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ITS   GEOLOGY. 
During  tlie  last  75  years  geologists  have  written  a  great  deal 
about  Niagara,  and  from  it  speeulatists  have  deduced  theories 
as  to  the  antiquity  of  the  earth,  trying  to  prove 

"  That  He  who  made  It,  and  revealed  ita  data 
To  Moses,  waa  mistaken  In  Its  age." 

In  early  geological  days  this  entire  section  was  covered  by  the 
salt  waters  of  the  Devonian  seas.  v.'hich  is  proved  by  tlie  shells 
of  the  Conularia  Niagarensis.  found  in  the  shale  underlying  Goat 
Island  and  along  the  gorge;  this  shale  having  once  been  the 
muddy  bottom  of  these  seas,  and  this  shell  being  found  only  in 
salt  water. 

At  a  later  geological  period,  on  top  of  what  is  now  thi.s  shale, 
at  the  bottom  of  a  warm  ocean,  still  covering  all  this  land,  grew 
a  vast,  thick  and  solid  bed  of  coral,  of  which  ancient  life  the 
Niagara  limestone  of  today  is  a  monument. 

Subsequently  these  two  ancient  and  contiguous  sea  bottoms, 
then  solid  stone,  were  uplifted  and  by  the  configuration  of  the 
earth  hereabouts  the  original  Niagara  river  was  formed.  In 
general  terms  its  course  was  siinilar  to  that  of  the  present  river 
(though  its  volunic  was  not  as  great)  as  far  iiorlli  at;  the  Wliii'i- 
pool,  from  whence  it  ran,  in  a  broadening  channel,  to  St.  Davids, 
westerly  from  its  present  outlet;  and  prior  to  the  coming  of  the 
ice  age  it  had  cut  this  channel  back  certainly  to  the  Whirlpool, 
and  perhaps  even  farther  south. 

Next  came  the  glacial  period,  when  this  part  of  the  country 
was  enveloped  with  a  covering  of  ice.  (working  down  from  the 
northeast)  similar  to  that  now  covering  Greenland,  though  hav- 
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Goat  Island. 


ing  a  depth  of  perhaps  a  mile  or  more.  This  ice  age.  as  approxi- 
mately determined,  lasted  50,000  years  and  closed  about  200,000 
years  ago. 

This  ice  sheet  as  it  moved  forwtud  and  southward  broke  otf 
all  the  projecting  points  of  rocii,  and  scraped  all  the  rocks  Iheui- 
selves  bare.  Its  presence  and  power  are  attested  by  the  scratch- 
ings  and  markings  on  the  smoothed  surfaces  of  the  toj)  layer 
of  rock  wherever  it  is  laid  bare  today,  as  far  south  as  Ihe  Ohio 
river,  and  is  apparent  on  Goat  Island.  This  ice  sheet  brought 
down  in  its  course  not  cmly  bouldeis  from  the  far  north  and 
northeast,  but  its  own  vast  acciimulalions  and  scrapings  and 
ebrasions,  which  we  call  "  drift,"  it  being  of  a  marine  derivation; 
and  with  this  drift  ihe  ice  slieet  filled  up  (and  with  its  enormous 
weight  pressed  comi)actly)  all  valleys,  gorges  and  indentations 
of  the  earth  in  its  course,  among  Ihem  the  old  oullet  oi'  bed  of 
the  Niagara  river  from  St.  Davids  to  the  Whirljtool. 

The  sectional  view  of  <}oats  Island's  rocky  substrata  shows 
what  enormous  grinding  forco  nnisi  have  be<'n  exerted  on  the 
toj)  rock  above  the  present  western  end  of  Goat  Island,  (for  of 
course  there  was  no  gorge  west  of  the  Island  then),  so  much  of 
the  limestone  having  been  gouged  fiut  by  the  ice.  In  this  ex- 
cavated cavity,  di'ift  was  dejjosited  by  the  ice.  Many  of  the 
boulders  brought  here  in  the  ice  age.  carried  perhaps  hundreds 
of  miles,  have  Ixtu  collcclcd  in  this  scctiou  and  usimI  in  the  con- 
st ruction  of  the  handsome  stone  bridges  that  have  been  built 
OH  ilii'  IkcsiiMiiion.  oil  llic  main  slioic  opjiosiio  (Joat   Island. 

On  the  recession  of  Ihe  ice  sheet  a  second  Niagara  river  came 
into  existence. 

The  weight  of  this  vast  ice  sh<'(>t  had  canted  or  tilled  th<'  land  o 
the  norlheasl,  so  that  at  its  recession  the  waters  of  the  j)resent 
three  great  northern  lakes  flowed  east  by  the  Ottawa  and  later, 
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as  the  land  rose,  by  the  Trent  vallev.  As  this  second  Niai^ara 
river  drained  only  the  Lake  Erie  basin,  and  as  Lake  Erie  was 
very  niiich  smaller  than  at  in'cscnl,  it  worked  at  first  in  a  small 
channel,  was  of  small  voliiiiic  and  liud  but  small  rock  ciittintr 
power  to  take  up  the  work  or  (n'osive  process  of  the  earlier 
Niagara  river,  which  had  drained  only  this  same  Lake  Erie  basin. 
This  is  the  period,  again  referred  to,  when  the  present  chan- 
nel to  the  south  and  west  of  Goat  Island  (the  Canadian  Channel) 
was  made. 

Ir  should  be  noted  that  the  land  to  the  northeast  is  even  yet 
risin;.'.  or  slowly  regaining  its  former  level.  This  bears  on  our 
subject  in  that  in  time,  in  the  uj)per  lake  region  the  pi'osenr 
slic'ht  slope  to  the  southeaf<t  will  be  entirely  ovfrromc,  ami  ih-n 
Ihc  waters  of  the  three  great  upper  lakes  will  find  their  dis- 
<'harge  to  the  westward,  and  the  Niagara  river  will  a-ain  drain 
only  the  Lake  Erie  ba.^in  and  as  a  result  will  enormously  ile- 
criasc  in  volume. 

If  when  this  time  c(nnes  the  two  falls  shall  have  eaten  their 
way  back  past  Goat  Island  they  will  have  left  it  an  elevated 
and  if^olated  Island,  ov  more  pi'olialily  a  promoniory.  wlm^e  liiih' 
forest  will  be  perched  <in  a  rocky  base  over  200  feel  above-  the 
rapids,  below  the  falls.  The  Islaiul  itself  will  be  narrower  ihau 
at  iu-es(>nt  on  account  nf  ihe  action  of  the  elements. 

If.  however,  when  iliat  time  shall  come  the  AnuM'ican  Fall 
shall  not  have  receded  far  (and  judging  from  its  recession  during 
the  last  200  years,  it  is  improbable  that  it  will  have),  its  channel, 
by  the  great  lessening  of  the  flow  of  the  river  will  become  dry 
and  Goat  Island,  and  the  American  channel,  between  it  and  the 
main  shore,  will  become  once  more  a  part  of  the  American  main- 
land, and  there  will  be  but  one  small  fall  in  the  Canadian  chan- 
nel. 
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The  second  Niat^ara  river  gradually  merged  itself  into  a  vast 
fresh  water  lake,  formed  by  the  melting  ice  and  heavy  rainfalls, 
and  covering  all  the  Lake  Erie  basin,  and  gradually  rose  in  level 
until  it  stood  fully  KMJ  feet  above  the  present  rocky  bed  of  <;oat 
Island. 

Its  northern  boundary  was  the  escarpment  or  ridge  whose 
lowest  point  was  just  above  the  present  village  of  Lewiston, 
which  point  is  ^2  feet  above  the  present  level  of  Lake  Erie. 
Here  the  rising  waters  first  broke  over  the  dam  and  here  Niagara 
Falls  were  born. 

From  here  they  cut  their  way  back  to  the  Whirlpool,  for  the 
waters  found  it  easier  to  cut  a  new  channel  back  through  the 
soft  rock  from  this  point  in  the  embankment  than  to  scour  out 
the  old  drift  filled  channel  (which  was  at  the  very  bottom  of  the 
lake)  from  the  Whirlpool  to  St.  Davids. 

The  How  of  the  lake  set  towards  the  falls  and  brought  dnwn 
from  rhe  Erie  basin  lluviate  deposits  in  large  amounts  during 
the  .surceedinu  years,  depositing  them  all  along  the  bottom  of 
the  lake.  It  is  of  these  tluviato  deposits,  consisting  of  sand,  and 
loam  (excepting  a  comparatively  small  layer  of  drift  next  to 
the  top  rock)  that  the  aoil  of  Goat  Island  is  formed. 

This  Goat  Island  soil,  more  than  any  surface  in  this  section  is 
tlie  geologists'  paradise.  W'liile  some  lands  and  forests  near 
here  may  not  have  been  culiivalcd  by  man,  ihe  western  end  of 
Goat  Island  is  an  absolutely  unique  piece  of  virgin  forest. 

Most  of  the  time  it  lias  been,  in  general  terms,  inaccessible  lo 
man:  and  since  accessible  by  bridges,  no  cutting  of  the  trees,  no 
clearing  of  the  land  nor  cultivation  thereof,  no  pasturing  of 
catile.  in  fact  no  disturbance  of  the  soil,  has  been  permitted. 

lb  n-  (hen  is  ilic  (niginai  (liift.  with  the  subsr(|Urn|  overlying 
alluvial  deposits  and  accumulations,  undisturbed  by  man.     And 
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when,  as  in  this  caso.  in  fliis  undisturbed  lluviate  deposit  arc 
found  fresh  water  slu-Ils.  it  proves  tliat  the  Niagara  river  today 
flows  through  what  was  onee  the  Ix.ttoni  of  a  vast  fresh  water 
lalce  that  covered  ail  this  section. 

As  the  falls  cut  their  way  back  to  the  \\'hirlpool,  so  their 
heiKht  diminished  and  the  level  of  this  fresh  water  lake  fell 
until  linally  there  came  a  time  when  the  land  of  what  is  now 
Goat  Island,  rose  above  the  waters.  That  this  lake  existed  at  a 
comparatively  recent  geological  period  is  proven  by  the  fact  that 
these  shells  now  found  on  Goat  Island  are  identical  in  species 
with  those  found  inhabiting  the  Niagara  river  and  Lake  Ontario 
to-day.  According  to  the  most  accurate  calculation,  the  con.eu- 
sus  of  geological  opinion  is  that  35,000  years  have  elapsed  since 
the  falls  were  at  Lewiston,  which  is  seven  miles  away;  and  that 
the  fluvial  deposits  on  the  Island  began  as  soon  as  the  river  rose 
over  the  moraine  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Erie,  can  scarcely  be 
doubted. 

That  in  35,000  years  there  is  no  specitic  dilYerence  between  the 
ancient  shells  found  in  the  soil  of  Goat  Island,  and  their  existing 
rei.resentatives  and  i-rogeny  in  this  locality  is  wonderful  indeed. 

As  geologists  differ  by  thousands  of  years  as  to  how  h.u^'  it 
took  the  falls  to  cut  their  way  from  Lewiston  rjdg<'  to  ilieir 
present  location  ir  would  be  impossible  to  say  when  in  th;  liis- 
tory  of  this  .veclion  the  waters  had  so  far  draint-d  oil',  iliai  ilie 
muddy  deposits  overlying  the  rocky  bed  of  what  is  now  Gnat 
Island,  first  appeared  above  the  slowly  receding  waters  of  the 
lake,  unless  we  adopt  some  lengiii  of  time  for  this  work  as  a 
basis. 

r.ut  it  is  not  so  difhcult,  by  noting  the  elevation  of  the  land, 
the  trend  of  the  rocks  and  the  depth  of  the  overlying  "drift." 
to  locate  approximately  where  the  falls  were  when  this  occurred. 
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A I  that  (iiiR',  jiiilyiii};  from  the  present  levels  of  tlie  land,  the 
falls  niusl  have  liccn  at  a  jxjint  nearly  a  mile  north  of  the  present 
location  of  the  Horseshoe  Fall.  And  if  we  aceept,  as  above,  one 
f'dor  a  Year  as  a  Inii'  a  vein. ye  esliniale  of  the  reeession  of  Niagara 
liniii  I.t'wislon  ll<i;;lits  in  the  more  reL'ent  jjeoloKical  time,  sa.v 
since  the  Clirisliau  era,  it  must  have  been  between  four  and  live 
thonsand  veais  ago  that  the  soil  of  float  Island,  then  a  part  of 
the  mainland,  first  ai»peai(Ml :  and  ]»robably  it  is  neai'ly  as  long 
since  il  liecame  an  island. 

In  sjx'aking  of  the  recession  of  Niagara,  1  refei'  to  tlie  recession 
of  tlie  llorficslioe  Fallt<,  for  they  recede  several  hundred  tinies 
as  fast  as  the  American  Falls;  for  in  the  time  that  the  Horseshoe 
has  receded  from  I'rospect  Point,  at  the  lower  or  north  rn 
edge  of  the  .Anicriraii  Falls,  across  the  width  of  these  American 
Falls  and  across  the  width  of  (loat  Island  to  their  present  posi- 
tion, the  Aincrican  Fall  has  receded  bnt  a  very  few  feet. 

Hence  on  these  deductions.  Goat  Island  has  existed  as  an 
island  from  about  the  time  of  the  Flood,  or  from  about  2;{00 
]!.('. 

This  proves  the  statement  that  "  In  a  scieatitic  sense  the 
Island  is  of  trifling  antiquity,  in  fact  it  would  be  dilficult  to 
point  out  in  the  western  world  any  considerable  tract  of  land 
more  recent  in  its  origin." 

As  the  (Jauadian  Fall  is  lower  in  level  than  the  American 
Fall,  and  as  the  main  body  of  water  and  deepest  channel  apper- 
tain to  this  Canadian  Fall,  it  is  certain  that  the  channel  of  the 
second  Niagara  river,  which  of  course,  after  the  lake  was  drained 
off,  was  at  the  lowest  level  of  this  old  lake  bed,  was  practically 
identical  with  the  Canadian  channel  of  the  river  just  above  the 
falls  today;  that  is  to  the  south  and  west  of  Goat  Island. 
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Then  Goat  Island  was  a  part  of  the  American  mainland,  and 
the  rocky  bed  of  the  river  between  tin-  Island  and  the  shore, 
where  to-day  are  the  American  rapids,  was  also  part  of  the  miiin- 
land  and  covered  with  soil  like  that  ojj  Goat  Island. 

Then  came  a  time,  perhap.s  some  hundreds  of  years  afterwards, 
when,  in  the  steady  rerising  of  the  land  at  the  northeast  towards 
the  elevation  that  it  had  before  it  was  depressed  by  the  ice,  the 
outlet  of  the  three  upper  lakes  to  the  east  n-as  cut  otf;  and  the 
waters  seeking  a  new  outlet  found  it  by  what  is  now  the  St. 
Clair  river  into  Lake  Ei  ie. 

By  this  means  the  volume  of  the  Niagara  river  was  suddenly 
and  enormously  increased.  This  permanently  raised  the  level 
of  the  river,  and  part  of  this  increased  volume  of  water  poured 
over  the  lowest  point  of  the  mainland  near  where  Goat  Island 
is  today,  this  point  being  in  the  present  channel  of  the  American 
rapids  and  along  the  American  shore  up  stream,  and  this  rut^h 
of  waters  cut  and  swept  away  the  soil  down  to  the  rock,  leaving 
and  thus  forming  Goat  Island. 

Probablj  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  were  cut 
oir  and  formed  the  snuill  islands  that  now  lie  on  both  sides  of 
Goat  Island,  though  they  were  at  the  first  larger  and  being  joined 
together,  fewer  in  number  than  at  present. 

Certainly  up  to  the  time  of  the  cutting  of  the  channel  of  lb 
American  Fall,  the  river  shore  of  what  is  now  Goat  Island  ex- 
tended very  much  farther  up  stream,  and  probably  after  the 
Island  itself  was  formed  its  upper  end  extended  much  farther 
eastward;  for  at  its  eastern  end,  now  called  "the  parting  of  the 
waters,''  a  sandy  bar  extends  sonu;  hundreds  of  yards  up  stream. 
On  this  bar  and  south  of  it  the  depth  of  water  is  today  less  than 
three  feet,  and  in  the  winter  its  whole  length  is  covered  with 
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ice  that  lodges  there.  This  entire  bar  was  no  doubt  at  one  time 
covered  with  soil  and  was  a  part  of  Goat  Island,  the  land  being 
gradually  washed  away  by  the  water,  aided  in  its  work  by  frost 
and  ice. 

One  author  says  "  One  of  the  early  chronicles  states  that  the 
island  contained  250  acres  of  land,"  but  I  have  been  unable  to 
find  that  chronicle. 


ITS   BOTANY  AND    FOREST   BEAUTY. 

•'  The  grnvps  wrrc  flocl's  first  teiniileJt" 

Sir  Josc]ih  irookcr.  I  lie  noted  English  botanist,  has  said  that 
he  fi.iind  on  Goat  Island  a  greater  variety  of  vegetation  within  a 
given  space  than  he  had  found  elsewhere  in  Europe  or  east  of 
the  Sierras  in  America,  and  Dr.  Asa  Gray,  the  greatest  of  Ameri- 
can Botanists,  confirms  that  statement. 

The  man  today  most  familiar  with  the  botany  of  Goat  Island 
is  Kavid  F.  Day,  wlio  at  the  request  of  tiie  Keservation  Commis- 
sioners recently  prepared  a  list  of  the  Flora  of  the  islands  and 
Reservation.  From  his  report  (o  them  and  from  \m  other  writ- 
ings. I  quote: 

"The  vegetation  of  the  island  is  that  which  might  be  expected 
1(1  hixiiiiato  ni)on  a  (l(M'p  calcareous  soil,  enriched  with  an  ahun- 
(laiKi-  of  organic  iiiatler." 

"The  Flora  of  Goat  island  presents  few  plants  which  may  be 
called  uncommon  in  Western  New  York." 

"Goat  Island  is  very  rich  in  the  number  of  its  species." 

"Its  vernal  beauty  is  attributable,  not  merely  to  its  variety  of 
plants,  conspicuous  in  flower,  but  also    to  the    extraordinary 
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abundance  in  which  they  are  produced.  Yet  it  seems  likely  that 
there  was  a  time,  probably  not  long  ago.  when  other  species  of 
plants  of  great  beauty,  were  common  upon  the  island,  but  which 
are  not  now  to  be  found  there.  It  is  hardly  possible  that  several 
orchidaceous  plants  and  our  three  native  lilies  did  not  once  em- 
bellish its  woods  and  grassy  places.  Within  a  little  while  the 
harebell  has  gone  and  the  Grass  of  Parnassus  is  fast  going.  This 
is  undoubtedly  due  to  careless  flower  gatherers,  who  have  plucked 
and  pulled  without  stint  or  reason.  The  same  fate  awaits  others 
that  do  so  much  to  beautify  the  island,  unless  the  wholesale 
f«li<iliannu  is  suun  ai  rested." 

Mr.  Day  then  suggests  that  pains  be  taken  to  re-establish  on 
the  Island  the  attractive  plants  which  it  has  lost,  stating  that 
the  success  of  the  ell'ort  would  be  entirely  certain  and  thereby 
the  pleasure  of  a  visit  to  the  Island  would  be  greatly  enhanced 
lo  many  visitors.  And  he  rightly  adds  'it  would  surely  be  a 
step  and  not  an  unimiiortant  one  in  restoring  the  island  to  the 
Slat.'  in  which  nature  left  it."' 

No  doubt  many  of  the  seeds  from  which  started  the  first  foliage 
and  forest,  as  well  as  many  succeeding  species  were  planted  by 
till'  [jver  at  ils  iuceiition  and  in  subsequent  decreasing  levels. 

In  another  article  Mr.  Day  says:  "The  tourist  who  takes  enjoy- 
ment in  the  shadows  of  a  forest,  almost  unchanged  from  its 
natural  condition,  in  the  stateliness  and  symmetry  of  individual 
trees  planted  by  the  hand  of  nature  herself;  in  the  beauty  and 
fragrance  of  many  species  of  tlowers  growing  without  cultivation 
and  in  countless  numbers;  in  the  ever  varying  forms  and  hues 
of  foliage  and  in  the  constantly  shifting  panorama  of  the  ani- 
mated creation  so  near  the  scenes  of  human  activity  and  occupa- 
tion and  yet  so  free  from  their  usual  effects,  will  find  on  the 
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ielauds  which  hang  uiton  the  brink  of  the  great  Cataract,  au 
abuiulam  gratification  of  his  ta  ites  and  au  exhaustless  field  for 
study." 

"A  ciilcaicoiis  soil  ciiriilicd  wiili  an  abuudance  of  organic  mat- 
T<r  lilie  that  of  (ioat  Ishuid  would  necessarily  be  one  of  great 
fertility.  For  the  growth  and  sustentation  of  a  forest  and  of 
such  plants  as  prefer  the  woods  to  the  openings  it  would  far 
(■xcel  the  deep  and  exhaustless  alluvians  of  the  prairie  states." 

"It  would  be  diflliciilt  to  find  within  another  territory  so  re- 
stricted in  its  limits  so  great  a  diversity  of  trees  and  shrubs  and 
still  more  difficult  to  find  in  so  small  an  area  such  examples  of 
arboreal  symmelry  and  perfection  as  the  island  lias  to  exhibit." 

"The  island  received  its  Flora  from  the  mainland,  in  fact  the 
lioiimisi  is  iiitabir  to  ]ioiiit  (Mit  a  single  instance  of  tree,  shrub  fir 
herb,  now  growing  upon  the  island  not  also  to  be  found  upon  the 
mainland.  But  the  distinguishing  characteristic  of  its  flora  is 
not  the  possession  of  any  ]ilant  elsewhere  unknown,  but  the 
abundance  of  individuals  and  ^species,  which  the  ifiland  displays." 
"  There  are  to  be  found  in  Western  New  York  about  170  species 
of  trees  and  shrubs.  Goat  Island  and  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  river  near  the  falls  can  show  of  these  no  less  than  140." 
There  are  represented  on  the  island  four  maples,  three  species 
of  thorn,  iwo  species  of  ash.  and  six  species,  distributed  in  live 
genera,  of  the  cone-bearing  family.  The  one  species  of  bass- 
wood   belonging  to  the  vicinity  is  also  there. 

Mr.  1  lay's  catalogue  of  plants,  in  his  report  to  the  Hcf-ervatioii 
Commissioner**,  gives  !»()!)  species  of  plants  to  be  found  on  the 
Reservation,  of  which  758  are  native  and  l.")!  are  foreign.  Mar- 
garet Fuller  Ossoli  wrote:  "The  beautiful  wood  on  (Ioat  lslai:d 
■.s  full  of  fiowers,  nuniy  of  the  fairest  love  to  do  homage  there, 
■^he  wake  robin    and  the  May  aj)ple  are  in  bloom,  the  former 
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white,  pink,  green,  purple,  copying  the  rainbow  of  the  falls,  and 
lit  to  make  it  garland  fur  its  presiding  Deity  when  he  walks  the 
land,  for  they  are  of  inip»-rial  ssi/.e  and  shaped  like  stones  for  a 
diadem.  Of  the  May  apple  I  did  nut  raise  one  green  tent  without 
finding  a  flower  beneath." 

Frederick  Law  Olmstead  wrote:  "I  have  followed  the  Appal- 
lachiaii  .  Iiiiiii  aliiiusi  iVuin  -■nd  iu  ,.iid,  ,ind  iravcllcd  on  hurse- 
back  'in  search  of  the  piotiursquc,'  ovi-r  4,000  miles  of  the  most 
promising  parts  of  the  continent  without  finding  elsewhere  the 
same  quality  of  forest  beauty  which  was  once  abundant  about 
the  falls  and  which  is  still  to  be  observed  on  those  parts  of  Goat 
Island  where  the  original  growth  of  trees  and  shrubs  has  not 
been  disturbed,  and  where  from  caving  banks  trees  are  not  now 
exposed  to  excessive  dryness  at  the  root. 

"All  these  distinctive  (|ualities,  the  great  variety  of  the  in- 
digenous perennials  and  annuals,  the  rare  beauty  of  the  old 
woods,  and  the  exceeding  loveliness  of  the  rock  foliage  I  believe 
to  be  a  direct  effect  of  the  falls  and  as  much  a  part  of  its  maj- 
esty as  the  mist  cloud  and  the  rainbow.  They  are  all  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  explained  by  the  circumstance  that  at  two 
periods  of  the  year,  when  the  Northern  American  forest  else- 
M-here  is  liable  to  suller  actual  confititutional  depression,  that  of 
Niagara  is  assured  against  ills  and  thus  retains  youthful  luxuri- 
ance to  an  unusual  aj^i . 

"First  the  masses  of  ite  which  every  winter  are  piled  to  a 
great  height  below  the  Falls  and  the  great  rushing  body  of  ice 
cold  water  coming  from  the  northern  lakes  in  the  spring,  pre- 
vent at  Niagara  the  hardshii)  under  which  trees  elsewhere  often 
suffer  through  sudden  checks  to  premature  growth.  And  sec- 
ond, when  droughts  elsewhere  occur,  as  they  do  every  few  years, 
of  such  severity  that  trees  in  full  foliage  droop  and  dwindle 
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and  ovcu  soniPtiiiH'S  casl  tlicir  leaves,  (lie  atniusplierc  at  Nia^'ara 
is  iHnn>  or  less  iiniislciK'd  by  the  coiistanlly  I'vaimraliii^'  si)ray 
of  the  Falls,  ami  in  ici'lain  sii  mil  ions  ballicd  by  driftinf;  clouds 
of  spray." 

la  ITSrj.  years  before  the  island  was  bridged,  St.  Johu  de 
Crevei'oeui'  in  a  lon<,'  letter  deseribin^'  Nia^nira  wrote:  ••  You  (hen 
come  to  an  island  covered  with  trees  and  shrubs,  whose  foliage 
and  situation  have  a  \('V\  hajipy  elVecl  amidst  the  turbulent 
Kceiu's  around." 

And  nowhere  else  is  to  lie  found  a  more  beautiful  j)iei.'e  of 
virgin  forest,  where  nature  proteeted  it  from  uum's  eneroacb- 
nieut  by  its  insular  ]»osition;  wln'ie  a  rich  alluvial  soil  furnished 
the  trees  with  food,  and  nature's  boimiy  i>rovided  thou  with 
drink  from  the  everpreseut  sju'ay.  And,  lastly,  luckily  when 
man  acipiiicd  occuimtioii  and  possession,  the  If^land  and  forest 
became  the  properly  of  those  by  whom  its  soil  was  not  disturbed, 
but  was  left  as  nature  lu-rself  for  hundreds  of  years  had  pre- 
served it.    Truly  we  can  say  with  Longfellow ; 

"This  ia  tlio  forest  priinrvnl.  Tin  murmuring  pines  and  theliemiocUs, 
neurded  witli  moss,  and  In  K;irniiMii.<  iii.mi.  Indistinct  In  the  twiliglil, 
Stand  like  Druids  ,.r  uld,  with  voices  sad  and  prophetic." 
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ITS   HISTORY. 

Indian  UwNi:usiiir,  KJOUlTil-t. 

In  taking  up  its  history  chronologically,  let  us  start  with  <Joat 
Island,  in  the  very  (>arly  pre-Columbian  days,  wlien  this  section 
was  Inhabited  or  certainly  visited  by  those  unknown  Indians  to 
whom  wo  refer  as  Aborigines. 

We  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  tribe  that  inhabited  this 
section  prior  to  about  ItJOO,  but  at  that  time  the  Keuter  nation 
dwelt  on  both  sides  of  the  Niagara  river.     In  1651  the  Senecas, 
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tlic  lU'iircst  iici^lilxir.s  of  the  Xiiid-rs  on  the  oast,  and  them- 
Bolvrs  llic  wcsti'i'iiniosl  tril.c  ,,f  Uk'  In.fiuois,  suddenly  iittackfHl 
the  XoiitiM's  jiikI  imiiihilaiiMl  ilifiu;  jind  liy  icasdii  of  ihc  con- 
qiie^^t  clainicd  tlicir  Ian<ls.  And  tliis  claim  was  rccofiniTicd  as 
valid  hy  the  other  Indian  tribes,  and  liierofuie  later  .in  by  the 
white  man.  In  liiis  way  Oom  Island  passed  inio  iIh'  liards  of 
the  Henecas.  who  held  it  for  ov.i'  imi  years.  To  the  Senecas. 
as  well  as  to  the  Xeutei's  and  the  At.ori<,nnes,  Cloat  Island  was 
a  sacred  si)ot.  To  ilieni  it  was  ihe  abode  of  the  Great  Spirit  of 
Niai^rara.  In  the  spray  they  saw  the  manifestation  of  their 
Deity,  in  the  thunder  of  the  cataract  they  heard  his  voice — 

"  And  the  poor  Imlloii  wliosi!  uiituturfU  mlinl 
seen  (iciii  111  ,i,)u,is  and  hoar'*  lilm  lu  the  wind" 

believed  that  he  could  sometimes  even  see,  in  the  ever  shifting 
clouds  of  mist,  the  (tul lined  lif,nire  of  Him  whom  lie  worshiped. 
Tile  Island's  use  to  the  Aborigines  appears  to  liave  been  as  a 
burial  grcmnd.  and  tradition  says  thai  in  its  soil  rest  the  remains 
of  many  an  Indian  warrior,  interred  iliere  hundreds  of  years  ago; 
over  whose  mounds  to-day  stand  trees  of  great  age.  Here,  says 
the  game  untraceable  tradition,  was  interred  the  body,  when  re- 
covered, of  the  ''fairest  maiden  of  the  tribe,"  who  was  annually 
sent  over  (he  Fall(<,  in  a  white  canoe  decked  with  Howers.  as  the 
noblest  possible  sacrifice  to  the  Great  Spirit. 

There  is  no  written  nor  published  record,  that  I  know  of,  of 
any  Indian  burial  taking  place  on  the  Island.  Hennei»in  makes 
no  mention  of  this  use  of  it,  as  he  would  in  all  probability  have 
done  had  the  Seuecas,  or  even  had  their  immediate  predecessors, 
the  Neuters,  buried  their  warriors  here.  But  he  says  "  the  island 
is  inaccessible."  Hence  we  can  only  assume  that  these  graves 
long  antedate  his  visit,  and  are  the  graves  of  Aborigines. 
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In  1834,  the  skeleton  of  n  yoini^'  female  tliat  had  been  du^' 
uj)  on  (loat  Ifiland  f<hoi'tly  before,  was  in  ihe  Museum  of  the 
Boston  Medical  (^oUefic  This  may  possibly  have  been  the  skele- 
ton of  liial  heioine  uf  the  "Legend  of  l!ie  AVhile  Canoe,"  who 
was  the  last  '-fairest  maiden"  to  be  sacrificed  to  Niagara's 
Deity.  It  was  found  interred  in  a  sittintj;-  posture;  and  it  is  said 
that  •'  tlie  f;raves  on  the  island  were  in  a  sandy  sjiot,  each  body 
in  a  separate  i^rave.  always  in  a  sitting  or  squatting  posture, 
and  without  ornaments. "'  Can  this  position  of  burying  their 
dead  be  any  aid  in  tracing  the  tribe  or  stock  to  which  the 
Aborigines  about  Niagara  belonged?  It  has  been  further  ad- 
vanced as  i)ossible  that  these  Indian  burials  on  the  Island  took 
Ijlace  when  the  Island  was  a  part  of  the  mainland,  but  this  seems 
to  me  to  be  improbable. 

Ooat  Island,  iiractically  as  it  is  today,  has  existed  for  many 
hundred  years,  and  its  insular  jiosition,  so  dilliculr  of  access, 
added  to  its  sacred  character  as  the  home  of  Deity,  must  have 
been  one  of  ibe  main  reasons  for  its  selection  by  the  Indians 
as  their  warriors'  burying  ground. 

Tradition  ivUs  us  that  the  Indi:)n"  -,1  long  ago  made  annual 
pilgrimages  to  Niagara,  often  coming  great  distances,  to  otler 
to  the  (ireai  Spirit  sacrifices  of  the  spoils  of  the  chase,  of  war, 
and  of  tile  iiops.  Further,  the  chiefs  and  warriors,  invoking 
blessings  for  I  lie  lutun-.  used  to  cast  into  its  waters  oil'eriugs  of 
their  wcaiions  and  adorn'.nents.  We  must  assume  that  at  least 
these  olferings  were  made  from  tioal  Island,  as  no  "brave" 
woiild  have  been  considered  worthy  of  Ihe  name  who  c(juld  not 
reach  ihe  insular  abode  of  the  (Ireat  Spiiit.  from  thence  lo  oiler 
UJ)  liis  invocation. 

While  there  are  references  to  Niagara  Falls,  tiiough  not  b\ 
name,   in   works  pubii.-iheu  from  lliUl  un  — in  Cluimphiin,  in   the 
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Jrsiiit  Rehitun,^,  in  Dc  rmi.ciii.^,  etc.— I  know  ..f  ii„  ron-ivnc,.  to 
Goat  Is^Iaud  until  Heunopin,  who  firsl  saw  it  in  December,  1078, 
mentions  it,  sayin-  of  Niagara:  "Its  fall  is  romposed  of  two 
Pbeets  of  watei-  and  a  cascade  with  an  island  sloping  down,"  and 
in  the  English  edition  of  his  works,  he  tells  of  "  This  wonderful 
downfall  with  an  isle  sloiiin^r  alon<;-  the  middle  of  it." 

And  in  the  same  work,  when  he  a.!jfain  saw  Niajjtara  on  his 
return  from  the  West,  he  says:  "After  it  has  run  thus  violently 
for  six  leagues  it  n.^-ets  with  a  snuill  sloping  island  about  half 
a  quarter  of  a  league  long  and  near  300  feet  broad,  as  well  as 
one  can  guess  by  the  eye.  for  it  is  imiiossible  to  come  at  it  in 
a  canoe  of  bark,  the  waters  run  with  that  force.     The  isle  is  full 
of  cedar  and  firr,  but  the  land  of  it  lies  no  higher  than  that  on 
the  bank  of  the  river.     II  seems  to  be  all  level  even  as  far  as  the 
two  great  cascades  that  make  the  main  fall.     The  two  sides  of 
the  channel  which  are  made  by  the  isle,  and  lun  on  both  sides  of 
if,   overtlow  almot<t   the  vi^ry   surface  of   the  earth   of  wiid   isle, 
as  well  as  the  land  that  lies  on  tlii'  banks  of  the  river  to  the 
east  and  west,  as  it  rnifs  south  and  noi'ih.     Hut  we  must  ob- 
serve that  at  the  end  of  the  isle  on  the  side  of  the  two  great 
falls  there  is  a  sloping  rock  which  reaches  as  far  as  the  Great 
Gulph  into  which  the  said  waters  fail;  and  yvi  the  rock  is  not 
at  all  wetted  by  the  two  cascades  which  fall  on  both  sides,  be- 
cause the  two  torrents  which  are  made  I)y  ijie  isle  throw  them- 
selves with  a  prodigious   force,   one  towards  the  i-ast   and   the 
other  towards  the  west,  fi'um  oil'  the  end  of  the  isle  where  the 
Great  Fall  is." 

La  Hontan,  who  saw  Niagara  in  Kl.ST.  when  he  acc(uupanied  l>e 
Nonville  in  the  expedition  to  build  Fort  Niagara,  wrote  of  the 
Island:  "Towards  the  middle  of  the  water-fall  of  Niagara  we 
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descry  an  island  that  loans  toward  the  precipice  as  if  it  wore 
readv  to  fall." 

These  remarks  of  Hennepin  and  La  llontan  show  that  200 
years  a^o  the  upjior  portion  of  the  western  end  of  Goat  Island 
projt.'Cted  out  over  ilic  gorirt-.  and.  as  the  softer  tsliaU-  at  the  liase 
of  the  idilY  above  the  debris  .slope  had  then  crumbled  away,  it 
must  have  given  to  this  end  of  the  island  that  sloping  or  about - 
to-fall  appearance  mentioned. 

All  of  this  overhanging  cliff  has,  since  1790,  tumbled  into  the 
gorge  below. 

In  sjieaking  of  the  beasts  hat  try  to  cross  the  river  just  above 
it  La  Hontan  calls  it  "thai  ;  iiforlunate  island."'  He  published 
no  view  of  Niagara.  He  was  a  si.'  l.^r  and  possible  sites  for  forts 
interested  him  more  than  wonderful  scenery. 

For  seventy  years  after  Hennepin  published  his.  the  first 
known  picture  of  Niagara  Falls,  and  therefore  of  Goat  Island, 
nuiiieruus  pictures  of  them  appeared,  mostly  in  geograjdiies  and 
liooks  or  travel,  published  in  many  languages  and  in  several 
countries  of  Europe.  All  of  these  pictures,  while  varying  in  de- 
tails, were  based  mainly  on  Hennepin's;  all  showing  Goat  Island 
as  extending  far  up  stream:  but  some  of  them  represented  it  as 
very  narrow  at  the  dill'  and  throughout  its  length,  while  oijiers 
broadened  it  even  more  than  Hennepin  did. 

lieiweeu  171'.),  when  Joncaire  established  his  tabiu  oi'  ware- 
house at  Lewiston.  with  French  attendants,  and  HlT).  wlu'u  tlie 
French  l)nilt  and  gari'isoned  iheir  seeond  Fort  Niagara,  some 
of  these  men  may  lia->e  and  jimbalily  did  visit  the  If-Jaiid;  imli'ed 
there  is  no  one  to  wliom  we  can,  with  moi'e  probabijily  df  iH'iiig 
correct,  iit^cribe  tiie  honor  of  Jiaviiig  been  ilie  lirsi  while  man 
to  set  foot  on  Goat  Island  than  to  Joncaire.     He  was  an  adujiKMl 
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child  of  the  Senecas,  and  the  man  to  whom  Charlevoix  refers 
as  speaking  "  with  all  the  good  sense  of  a  Frenchman  and  with  all 
the  eloquence  of  an  Iroquois." 

As  the  garrison  at  Fort  Niagara,  from  1725  to  1759  was  usually 
a  large  one,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  a  number  of  these 
adventurous  French  oflicers  and  soldiers  were  at  various  times 
piloted  to  the  Island  in  the  canoes  of  the  Senecas,  who  lived  in 
this  section  and  who  were  the  firm  friends  of  the  French.  In 
January,  1731,  there  appeared  in  London,  in  the  Gentlemen's 
Magazine,  a  picture  of  Niagara  Falls  and  a  letter  from  the 
Swedish  Xaniralist  Tetcr  Kalm,  who  had  visited  the  Falls  the 
year  before. 

This  picture,  without  the  ladders  on  the  Goat  Island  cliff,  was 
a  fair  sample  of  the  pictures  of  Niagara  up  to  that  time,  and  m 
reproduced  hen-with.  In  the  letter,  Kalm  tells  of  two  Indians 
who,  twelve  years  before  (that  is  in  1738),  had  gone  in  a  canoe 
on  the  river  above  the  falls,  but  having  some  brandy  with  them, 
became  imoxicated.  and  lying  down  to  sleep  in  ibe  canoe,  were 
carried  down  stream  so  far  that  the  noise  of  the  falls  awakened 
them.  By  great  effort  they  reached  Goat  Island,  but  their  canoe 
seems  to  have  been  carried  over  the  falls.  After  some  time, 
two  or  three  days  probably,  being  nearly  starved,  and  seeing 
no  other  possible  way  of  escape  they  made  ladders  of  the  long 
vines  that  grew  on  the  Island,  and  fastening  the  ends  at  the 
bank  above,  let  them  down  the  clitf  and  descended  by  them  to 

the    walel-'s    cdi;,-    liel(j\v.       ilelv    lli^.y    tl'ied    In    swjni    across    llie 

river,  but  the  waves  repeatedly  beat  t^era  back,  bruised,  onto 
the  Island's  base.  Discouraged,  they  ascended  their  ladder  and 
finally  attracted,  by  their  cries,  the  attention  of  two  Indians  on 
the  main  shore.  These,  seeing  the  situation,  hastened  to  report 
it  to  the  commandant  at  Fort  Niagara. 
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"lie  cancel]  I'otir  pules  to  lie  sImuI  willi  filiui'ii  irmis.  As  the 
fillers  lliiit  ran  hv  ilic  Island  wiir  ilicii  sliallnw,  two  Indians  took 
iilMiii  ilicm  lo  walk  till  Tclo  by  tlic  liclj)  of  llicsc  ])ol('s,  to  nave 
the  oilier  poor  creai  mcs,  or  peiasli  in  ilie  alleinpt.  'I'liey  took 
leaxe  of  iln'ir  friends  as  it'  iliey  were  H(,ii|u-  \i,  donlli.  V,;n]\  liad 
1  Wo  poles  ill  his  liaiids  lo  sel  lo  llie  liotloiii  (d'  llie  stream  lo 
keep  ilieiii  steady.  So  they  went  and  ydt  to  the  Island,  and 
having  ,t;i\cn  poles  to  the  {wo  ]ioor  Indians  iliere.  tliey  ail  re- 
turned siil'ely  III  ilii-  main  shore.  'I'lKJse  two  Indians  who  in  ihis 
alio\o  nioiiiioiieil  iiiiiniiiM-  weir  liisi  liroii;;lii  lo  ihis  Island  are 
still  ali\'e.    They  w.'i'e  iiiiic  days  on  ilie  Island. 

"Now,  siiiie  llie  road  to  Ihis  island  has  been  found,  the  In- 
dians ^o  iherc  often  lo  kill  deer,  wliieh  ha\('  tried  lo  eross  the 
ri\er  alMi\f'  the  tails  and  were  driven  upon  this  island  by  the 
Birtam."  !!ui.  Kalm  adds,  '•  If  ihe  kin^'  (d'  France  were  to  n'we 
nie  all  Tanada.  1  would  not  \-entiire  to  >xo  to  this  island;  and 
woi'e  you  to  see  it.  Sir,  I  am  sure  y(Mi  wiaihl  ha\e  ihe  same  senli- 
nu'iit."  Kalm  .also  in  ihi>  leiier.  makes  llu'  lii-f^i  nieiiti(Ui  1  tind 
anywhere  of  small  islaiuls  adjaceiii  lo  <!oat  Island,  raying, 
"On  the  west   side  id'  this  island  are  several  small   islands  or 

Turks   of   no  eimseijUellCe." 

Another  areount  of  e\idenily  this  same  stiu'y.  tells  how  the 
resciurs  well-  provided  by  I  III'  blaiksmiih  ai  Fort  N'iajiara  with 
long  slilis  shod  with  iron  points,  on  these  they  walked  lo  the 
Island,  larryini:  two  extra  pairs  of  stilts,  ami  all  four  Indians 
"stilted"  batdi  to  safety.  While  the  inveutoi'  of  this  last  story 
avoided  the  inronirruity  (d'  having  men  walk  on  foot  across  a 
channel  wlieic  the  water  now  at  l(\Tst  is  ten  or  twelve  feet  deep, 
his  stilt  story  is  almost  as  al)Sin'd. 

Later  on  a  traveler  heard  the  story  in  this  way:  "  By  making 
long  bark  ropes  and  carrying  them  a  considerable  distance  up 
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the  stream,  ihoy  siicceedod  in  floating  one  end  against  the  Island 
by  which  nwans  they  wcro  cnal.lcd  to  wm-xw  the  |m.(ii'  wrcirhi.s 
from  I'ortain  death."     The  invonlcir  of  this  story  evidently  did 
not  Know  that  the  current  would  carry  the  end  of  the  rojx'  away 
from,  not  towards,  Goat  Island.     In  1750  the  English  captured 
Fort   Niagara  and  secured  conijileto  control  of  all  this  section. 
In  17(1:5  the  Senecas  jilanned  and  executed  the  Devils  Hole  mas- 
sacre, fi'oin  which  only  one  man  of  ihe  English  escort  escaped, 
John  Stedinan  by  name.     Aniid  a  shower  of  hullets  and  arrows 
he  spurred   his  horse  and  dashed  in  safety   to  F(U't   Siddosser, 
nearly    five    miles    away.     He    subsequently    claimed    that    the 
Senecas,  marvelling  at  his  escaj.e,  and  believing  the  Great  Spirit 
had  given  him  a  charmed  life,  gave  him  all  the  land  between  the 
Niagara  river  and  the  line  of  his  llight,  some  five  thousand  acres 
in  all.     The  Sen(>cas  do  not  appear  to  have  jiaid  any  attention 
to   his  claim,  although  during  his  lifetime  Stedman   seems   to 
have  occupied  unmolested,  smdi  lands  in  his  claimed  grant  as 
he  (diose,  but  only  a  small  part  thereof,     ^^■hen  his  descendants 
set  up  their  claim,  under  this  Seneca  grant,  they  I'ould  produce 
no  deed  nor  proof  of  one.     They  claimed  that  8ledmau  gave  the 
deed  to  Sir  ^^■illianl  Johnson  for  safe  keeping,  and  that  it  was 
destroyed    when    Sir    William's    residence,   Johnson    ITall,    was 
burned. 

They  keid  up  the  light  until  about  ISL'o,  when  the  State  of 
New  York,  after  their  claim  had  been  declared  worthless,  ejected 
them  from  such  lands  as  they  occupied  under  the  claim. 

In  1704,  at  the  great  treaty  held  at  Fort  Niagara,  between 
Great  Britain  and  nearly  all  the  Indian  tribes  of  North  America, 
Sir  William  Johnson  obtained  for  England  from  the  Senecas  all 
the  land  along  the  Niagara  river,  four  miles  wide,  averaging  two 


51 

•3  i 


m 


26 


Goat  Island. 


milfs  in  widtli  mi  ciidi  ^i(ll■  ili.Tcnr.  I'riiiii  T.,ikr  diitiiiid  to  l.;i|<.- 
Krif.  Tlif  i|i|>l(iiii:iiii'  Sciifras  siirciallv  cxrciiicd  rinm  ihis  uiaiit 
all  the  isIiiiHJs  ill  iIk'  livii'. 

(>iil\  till'  \r:ir  li.lnn'  ilial  mil  ion  had  at  lacked  ilic  En-lisli. 
in  llii-  itc\ils  lliAc  Massacre,  and  had  ilicii  been  <diii^ed  te  sue 
ti)  Sir  William  Jcdinsun  fur  ])eace  and  reconcijiai  inn.  And  c-ven 
at  this  iri'eai  treat  v  j^atherinj,'  ihey  had  not  kepi  theii-  promise* 
to  him  of  heiii^;'  iii'esent.  and  had  come  to  it  only  aflcr  he  had 
arrived  at  the  fort  and  lindinj,'  tlicni  iiurepreseutcd,  had  sent 
a  special  nicHseuyer  to  Ihein  and  threateued  to  send  Uradslretl's 
army  to  punish  them  if  thoy  did  not  at  once  appear  and  fulfil 
their  former  promises.  These  they  liad  just  fulfilled,  and  now 
they  t)eyyed  Sir  William  Johnson  personally  to  accept  from  ihem 
all  the  islands  in  ihe  Nia!,'ara  riv(>r  "  as  a  token  of  their  regard 
for  him,  and  in  remembrance  of  the  trouble  they  had  from  lime 
to  time  yiven  him." 

Johiisuifs  inllueiice  wiiji  ilie  lndiaii-<  was  nulmuiMlcd.  lb-  had 
been  luarrii'd  to  a  sister  of  the  .i^reat  Mohawk  wairiiu'  IV.ant. 
he  was  Kiij^landV  Indian  ageni,  and  so  far  as  dealing;  wilh  In 
dians  of  all  tribes  was  concerned,  he  was  the  most  inllueuiia! 
white  man  that  ever  trod  the  continent  of  North  America,  Su<h 
a  man's  friendship  was  worth  havint;  at  any  lime,  especially  to 
the  Senecas  at  that  tinu',  even  if  paid  for  by  the  gift  of  many 
islands.  Coat  Island  included. 

Sir  William  .loliiison  accepted  the  protfered  gift,  fearing  a 
loss  of  inllueiice  with  the  Senecas  if  he  refused.  But  the  Eny- 
lisli  iniliiary  law  of  that  ))eriod  forbade  otticers  to  accept  pres- 
ents, and  certainly  in  cases  of  gifts  of  land,  which  could  noi  be 
kept  secret,  the  law  was  obeyed.  So  Sir  ^^■iIliam  at  once  iue- 
sented  all  these  islands  to  the  English  Crown. 
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An'1  thus  in  1704,  this  wondrous,  though  as  yet  unnamed 
Island,  passed  from  the  possession  of  the  Senccas  and  into  the 
possessioE  of  the  Crown  of  England. 


SOVEREIGN   OWNERSHIP. 

17(;4-181(i. 

In  1764  there  came  to  Fort  Niagara,  in  Bradstreet's  army,  in 
the  British  service,  a  man  destined  in  after  years  to  be  a  con- 
spicuous figure  in  Colonial  history,  Israel  Putnam.     He  was  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  a  Connecticut  regiment,  and  tradition  says  that 
during  the  month  that  Bradstreet's  army  lay  encamped  at  that 
fort  !ie  visited  Goat  Island  on  a  wager;  being  the  first  white  man 
to  set  foot  thereon.     A  long  rope  was  fastened  to  a  boat,  its  other 
cud  being  secured  on  (he  shore,  and  it  was  paid  out  as  the  boat 
was  swiftly  paddled,  by  its  iiidiau  guides,   |„   (he   l>hin(l.     The 
boat  and  its  occupants  were  later  hauled  back  to  the  maiuhuKl. 
The  stoiy  in  itself  is  by  no  means  iinprobablf,  for  it  is  easily  jios- 
sibly  to  day  t(.  go  to  (ioat  Island  by  boat,  starting  well  up  stream 
and    loTpiiig  ovei'    tile   bar   that   extends   far   easttrjy    fioin    tlie 
Island,  and  it  lias  b(vu  very  rrei|iirnily  ,U>ur  during  the  p;iM  loil 
yearf;.     Stednian,  ivfeirtd  to  later  on,  is  reported  tt)  have  gene 
to  the  Island  uu  horsebacli,  and  by  swimming  his  horse  out  to  the 
saudv    bill'    well   lip   stream   and   letting   the  animal    walk  to   the 
Island  on  ilie  bar.  on  wnidi  ihc  water  i^  alwavc;  sliallnw.  ii  niiglit 
easily  be  aceoinpiished.     Ii    is  nuicli   mote  iliau   probable,  how- 
ever, that  white  men  had  bem  on  the  Island  before  17114. 

In  17H,^,  an  Kiiglit^h  otlicer,  Lieut,  Wm.  Picrie,  tie-n  stationed 
at  (hat  same  fort,  made,  from  the  (Jaiiadiaii  hide,  a  skitrh  ot  .Viag- 
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(ii'ti  F.iIIs,  wliiili  w;is  ciijii'iiN^Ml  ,111(1  issiifd  the  next  year.  Wliile 
coiilainiii^  iniiriurarics.  iliis  vi'w  of  llic  Falls  stood  forth  to  Hie 
witrlil  as  il:i'  tirsi  jiictmi'  of  tliciu  ever  piililishcd  that  had  the 
merit  (if  apprdxiinalr  Inillifiilncsts  of  dcliin'atidii.  and  at  the  same 
1  iiiic  anv  ariislir  |ircii'iisiuns. 

I'rinr  \i>  1770  .lohn  Sirdman.  hcfore  referred  to.  as  I'laiming 
iiudi!  a  deed  from  the  Senecas  all  the  land  on  the  Amerieau  side 
near  Xiajiara  I'^tlls,  had  I'oiistiued  this  elaim  so  as  to  inolnde 
(!(iat  Island,  and  had  cleared  a  jiorlioii  of  the  iiiijier  end  thereof 
and  laised  tlirn-u]i(in  a  line  (  rop  of  turnips.  In  the  fall  of  that 
yeai-  he  phoi'd  on  ihc  Island  a  niinilier  of  animals,  anionic  them  a 
male  yoat.  Ilif;  exjuessed  object  in  imtlin^'  the.so  animals  there 
was  10  fj;et  them  i>ul  of  the  I'each  of  the  bears  and  wolves  which 
tiler  prowled,  jiraci  ically  unmolested,  about  his  home  on  the  main 
shore,  some  iwo  miles  fnriher  up  stream.  That  winter  was  a 
very  severe  eiK .  Why  lie  left  the  animals  uiieared  for  is  iin- 
hnown,  but  by  sprinii:  all  but  the  ^oat  were  dead. 

His  lenariiy  of  life  i;ave  hi<s  mime  to  his  Island  prison,  and 
Cieai  Island  it  lias  been  called  ever  since.  Whether  the  j^oat  died 
on  the  Island  is  imi  known.  So  thoroughly  has  this  name  become 
attached  In  the  Island  that  it  would  seem  impossible  now  to 
chanire  ii.  weic  ii  so  desired,  which  it  is  to  be  hojied  it  will  not 
be.  In  IMIi.  wlen  the  Coiiimif;sioners  under  the  treaty  of  (ilieiit 
were  eni;.i,L;ed  in  deieiuiiniii.u  the  boundary  line  between  the 
I'niied  Stalefi  and  <'anada.  (len.  I'orier,  one  of  ihe  (,'omiiii«sioncrs, 
and  also  an  owner  of  (ioal  Island,  projiosed  lo  call  it  "Iris 
Isliiiid."  and  ii  was  so  desitiiialed  in  the  minutes  of,  and  on  the 
iiiajis  |Miblislied  Ipv,  ilie  ( 'oimnissioners. 

Hul  llie  liMM'lin^'  public  of  the  world  would  have  none  of  il; 
(ioai  Island  il  was:  float  Island  il  should  remain.     So  ihev  called 
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it;  90  they  continued  to  call  it;  and  so  it  is  known  even  until  to- 
day, in  literature  and  in  cartography;  and  that  is  why  the  title 
of  this  pamphlet  reads,  not  "  Iris  Island,"  but  "  Uoat  Island." 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  in  1783,  by  th.-  treaty  of  Paris, 
England  relinciuished  all  claim  over  her  American  colonies,  and 
their  lands.  Thus  Goat  Island  passed  into  the  pos.s»  ssion  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  That  treaty  provided  that  the  liiu'  ,.f  division 
between  Canada  and  the  United  ^^tat.'S  e^liould  run  "along  the 
middle  of  the  communication  [lictween  Lake  I'jic  and  F.akr  (»m- 
tario]  into  l>ake  Erie." 

Under  this  wording  the  State  of  New  York  most  naturally 
claimed  (!oat  Itiland,  and  substMiuciitly  the  ( 'oiumif^sjoiuMs.  uinler 
the  treaty  of  (ihent,  tixed  the  followin--  boiiiKiary  line  ai  ihis 
point,  which  iti  still  in  force:  "Thence  [trom  a  jioiiu  in  l.aki'  On- 
tario opposite  the  mouth  of  ihe  Niagara  liver]  lo  and  u\,  the 
middle  of  the  said  river  to  the  Oreat  Fall(<;  iheuce  up  the  Falls 
through  the  point  of  the  lI(U'seshoe,  keeiung  to  the  west  of  Iris 
or  Goat  Island,  and  of  the  group  of  small  islands  at  its  head," 
thus  fully  sustaining  New  York's  contention.  It  was  not  until  a 
year  and  a  half  after  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  (Jlient,  which 
was  signed  March  LM,  ISU,  that  the  State  of  N.'w  ^'oik  parted 
with  the  title  to  Goat  Island;  and  noi  uniil  l>i'J  ihai  ili.'  Com. 
missioners  under  said  treaty  signed  their  deci«<iun  and  thus  tixed 
our  northein  '  -jundary  line. 

It  is  also  certain,  with  the  large  Knglisli  garrison  at  Fort 
Niagara  from  IT.".;*  until  afiei'  the  Revolution,  and  iven  until 
17!»(;  (until  which  date  Kngland  held  Fort  Niagara)  that  many 
adventurous  Englishmen  visited  (!o;il  Island,  and  of  this  we  have 
more  substantiiil  proof  than  we  have  id'  the  earlier  visits  of 
Frenchmen. 
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Isaac  Wild,  wlio  visiud  the  Falls  in  ITlMl,  says,  "  Tlic  Commo- 
dore of  llic  Kiiiji's  vessels  on  Lake  Erio,  who  had  been  employed 
on  tlial  lalvi-  I'ni'  njiwaids  of  ihii'ty  years,  informed  me  that  when 
he  tirst  eann'  inio  the  ('(inntry  filial  woulii  iir  in  177ti|,  ii  was 
a  common  practice  fof  yoiinj,''  men  lo  ^o  to  tlie  inland  in  the 
middle  of  llie  Falls;  tliat  after  diniii<r  lliere  they  nscd  freqnently 
to  dare  each  ollu'r  to  walk  into  the  river  towards  certain  lar^'o 
rocks  in  the  midst  of  the  rapids  not  far  from  the  edj^c  of  tlie 
Falls;  and  sumetimes  to  ]>roceed  ihrouijh  the  water  even  lieyond 
these  rocks.  No  such  rocks  aie  to  be  seen  at  iireseni:  and  were 
a  man  tc  advance  two  yards  into  the  river  from  tlie  island,  he 
wonld  be  inevitably  swe])t  away  by  the  torrent." 

Chataiibriand,  who  saw  the  Falls  in  1700.  says,  "  fietween  the 
two  Falls  there  is  an  if^land.  hollow  underneath,  and  which  lianas 
with  all  its  trees  over  the  chaos  of  the  waves."  thus  jiroving 
Hennepin's  statement  of  the  island  "  slopin^^  down." 

P.  Campbell,  in  17!>;),  relates  a  curious  story  aboiil  tlie  Island 
havinj,^  been  so  "overrun  with  rattlesnakes  that  it  was  danjrerotis 
for  a  jierson  lo  walk  on  it  until  a  parcel  of  swine  were  put  on  it 
and  which  nearly  rooted  ihem  out." 

The  title  to  Coal  Island  was  not  involved  in  the  dispute,  at 
the  commencement  of  this  century,  between  Massachusetts  and 
Kew  York  rei;ardin^  the  o\\nersliip  of  the  western  i)art  of  the 
latter  state. 

Judge  Augustus  Porter  lirst  visited  Coat  Island  in  1S05,  going 
by  cauoe.  He  found  at  its  upper  end  the  clearing  of  a  few  acres 
made  nuiny  years  bt>fore  by  Stedman. 

lb'  also  fiiiiml  carved  on  the  trees  ilicreiin  ihe  dales  17(!fl. 
1770,  1771),  17s;'.;  which  is  pretty  substantial  proof  of  visits  to 
the  Island  having  b?eu  made  by  Englishmen  as  before  claimed. 


I'wi.  ■'I     rrii;   WiM'h  ani->  ItncK  or  AaE3. 
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Of  ronrsc,  siiK'c  ilic  Islaiid  was  IiridgKl,  llioiisaruls  and  thou- 
sands have  visited  il^:  so  tliat  an  early  date  now  readable  on  any 
tree  tlitrcun,  may  liave  lieen  carved  by  a  visitor  of  niuoh  more 
recent  years. 

In  ISll  Augustus  I'orler,  in  lichalf  of  liis  brother  and  himself, 
applied  10  I  he  State  of  Nrw  York  fur  the  purchase  of  the  Island. 
His  ])riiti(iii  I'cad  as  follows: 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  Lcjiislaturc  of  the  Slate  of  Npw  York, 
in  Senate  and  Assenil)ly  convt'iiing;  the  [letition  of  the  subscriber 
humbly  slidwelh.  tliat  your  petitioner  is  an  inhabitant  of  the 
town  of  Cambria,  in  the  County  of  Niagara.  That  his  place  of 
residence  is  surrounded  by  a  large  body  of  unsettled  lands,  which 
arc  likely  to  remain  so  for  a  long  time,  which  atl'ord  a  shelter 
for  wolves  and  other  wild  animals,  owing  to  which  the  raising  of 
sheep  is  rendered  extremely  diflicult.  That,  in  the  Niagara  river, 
diiecrly  ojiposite  to  the  residence  of  your  i)etitioner  there  is  a 
smuii  isi;ni(l  owned  by  ilic  peoitlc  of  the  Stale,  callcil  <  ioal  Island, 
containing  as  your  petitioner  believes,  about  100  acres,  where 
sheep  might  be  with  great  safety  kejit.  Your  petitioner  there- 
fore prays  that  your  honorable  body  will  jiass  a  law  authorizing 
the  commissioners  of  the  land  otlice  to  sell  to  your  jjotitioner 
this  said  island  at  a  fair  price,  to  be  determined  by  appraisal,  or 
in  such  other  way  as  your  honorabh^  body  in  your  wisdom  may 
deem  proper,  and  ymir  petitioner  will  ever  pray. 

"AUGUSTUS  POKTER." 

••  Februarv  2:'..  ISU." 


The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Survej-or  General,  who  re- 
ported as  follows:  "The  surveyor  general,  on  the  petition  re- 
spectfully reports,  that  the  petitioner  is  settled  on  the  shore  of 
the  Niaraga  river  opposite  to  an  island  of  about  100  acres  called 
Gout  Island,  which  he  is  desirous  of  obtaining  for  the  purpose 
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of  k(H'iiin<x  sluip  free  frmii  Molvfs  nnd  other  wild  aiiiiniUs,  whicL 

oil  aiiiiiiiit  of  ilir  ruiiiihy   iL  is  (iitliciilt  to  do.     Tliis  isiaud  is 

ub(jui   7  rjiaiiis  fi'diii  till'  cast  sIku'c,   svidi  i(s  lower  cud  butted 

on  tlic  jii''(i|piic  (p\('r  wiiicli  ilic  Niagara  river  falls  at  tiie  fj;reat 

<  "aiai:!!-!.     <  )ii  arcniiiil  ul'  liif  ^ircai  vcldciiy  of  ihr  cinrciu  wliii-li 

di'sreiids  Id  liif  island  and  swct^jis  its  sides,  the  jiassage  to  and 

from  it   is  diHi<iilt  and  considered  so  (huifjerous  tliat  few  have 

attenipifd   it.     Tlic  jietitioner,   however^  thinks  that   by  means 

of  jirojcriidns   from    the  shore  he  ran    Icssimi    tin-  dilliruliy   and 

danger  of  the  passa^^e,  and  is  willing  ''or  that  jirivilege  he  prays 

fni-.  lo  ]ia.\   ill''  Stale  a  n-asunablc-  addition  in  whai  is  appraised 

as  its  tair  vahic     From   the  liirnnistaiiccs  staled   it  must   be 

evident  that  the  value  of  the  island  must  very  mati-rially  depend 

on  its  being  an  apiteiidage  tu  the  estate  un   ihe  shore  directly 

opjjosiie  it.     Should  the  Legislature  Judge  [U'oper  to  autliorize  a 

granted'  it  to  the  jietitioner.  it  ought  to  be  with  the  proviso  that 

The  Indian  title  to  it  lie  lirst  extinguished. 

"  Hespi'ci fully, 

"SIMEOX  KK  WITT." 
••  Feliiuary  1'2.  1^11." 

It  would  ap]iear  from  the  dates  that  the  Surveyor  General  had 
made  out  a  not  unfavorable  lepoi't  on  the  pi-lilion.  the  day  before 
the  latter  was  signed. 

The  Legislature  declined  to  authorize  the  sale  however,  stat- 
ing as  its  reason  that  it  expected  to  t^.rc  the  Island  itself,  erectinf? 
therecin  in  the  near  future  eitln'r  a  State  prison  or  a  State 
arsenal. 

Judge  Porter  still  lie]it  on  raising  shee]).  and  still  wanted 
'ioat  Island,  ,iiid  he  linaily  outwitted  the  State,  and  obtained  it. 
In  1^14  he  fouml  out  that  Samuel  Sherwood,  a  jirominent  lawyer, 
ow.ued  an  instrument  called  a  ''  lloat."  given  to  him  by  the  State 
of  New  York,  in  consideration  of  a  failure  of  title  to  some  lands 
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in'  liiul  iMUTliiiscd  of  i(.  TIlis  "floiil  "  ini(Iion/(>(l  iho  hcnivr  to 
lociitc  LMKI  iicifs  (III  iiiiv  of  tlic  niisoM  or  uiiiiiiiiroinintcd  Iniids 
of  till-  Cniiiiiioiiwriiltli,  For  liimsclf  hikI  liis  lirotlicp,  Augustus 
Porter  hoUKlit  this  iiislriniicul  from  Sli.-rwood,  and  with  it  duly 
assiKiifd  and  aitcsicd,  lir  started  cnsl.  As  soon  as  iho  siagocoach 
could  land  liii.i  in  All.any.  lie  liaslcned  to  tlio  (dliro  of  tlif  Land 
Coniinissionrrs.  and  step], in-:  up  to  1  lie  desk  laid  down  tlio  'iloat," 
reniarkin-r,  iicrhaiis  in  a  lone  of  cxnllation,  "There,  damn  it,  I 
want  Coat  Island;"  statin^'  at  the  same  time  that  he  loeat.-d  a 
suniei.nt  acreage  of  llii'  Iloat  to  cover  tliat  and  the  adjarent 
islands. 

ile  got  them,  lull  necessary  formalit  h's  took  ne.irly  (wn  years. 

In  October,  ISl.",  the  necessary  survey  was  conipleled,  ami  it  was 

only  a  few  weeks  before  that  the  Slate  extin-juished  the  Indian 

title  to  tlie  islands,  and  could  "■ive  a  -^ood  title  to  them.     Tlii.s 

cession  fnmi  the  Seiieras  was  dated  ai  I'.uil'.ilo  SeptemlH-r  IJtli, 

1815.  and  under  it  these  Indians  reserved  the  ri-li(  of  '•liiiniini:, 

lisIiiiiK.  and  fowling,'  in  and  upon  the  wjilers  of  the  Xia.uara  river 

and  of  encamiiin-  on  the  said  islands  for  that   i-nrpose."'  which 

riglits,  in  law.  did  they  rare  to  exeivise  them,  the  SMn,.,.as  still 

possess.    The  compensation  j.aid  hy  the  Stale  of  New  V(,rk  lo 

the  Senecas  for  the  cession  of  all   the   islands   in   the   Xia-ara 

river  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  I'nited  Sl.ites  iwliicli  included 

Goat  Island)  was  ^l.ddo  in  cash  and  .*;i..-(li)  a  ye.ir  in  perpetnitv. 

It  was  not  until  Xoveiiiher  KJtli.  ISlC,  that  Daniel  1».  Tompkins, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  sifrned  the  '•  patent  "  or  deed, 

transferring  these  islands  to  AuMrnstns  Porler,  of  which   inter- 

estin<r  document    (now  in  the  iio.ssession  oi  the  autli 


is  j,'iven  in  this  pamphlet.     Augustus  Porter  at 


ne  autiior)  a  copy 
oni'o  deeded  a  half 
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St  in  the  Goat  Island  group  to  his  brother,  Gen.  Pet 
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i>i(;  is.s.-). 

Tilt'  I'mlrr  liriillici's  iiiiincdiiiii'lv  iikkIc  iii'r;iii;;('iii<'ii(s  to  K*'t  a 
bridiri'  to  (ioiit  Island,  and  in  llic  sinin;,'  of  ISlT  a  wooden 
«>trniiiiiL'  (of  Avliirh  a  icin'odnriinn  it?  ,i;i\i'n)  was  ri'iTii d,  al  a 
jKiint  soint'  ."()  I'ods  iiji  sifcani  fioni  ilio  jirtsi'iit  hi'idf^o.  NN'licn  it 
was  conijdftcd  cNcrv  \isiloi'  In  Niaiiaia  was  ^liid  to  jiay  toll  in 
order  lo  ^ct  on  to  lln'  Island,  and  hv  tlu'  cud  of  tin'  vcai-  1S17  it 
was  (•\id"nt  llial  <',(iai  Ishiiid  was  woitli  ni'U'c  as  a  itleasure 
risoit  than  it  cscr  could  he  worili  as  a  s'lcop  jiastrn'o. 

So  ilic  jii(i\crliial  idra  of  scparatin!,'  the  sliocii  fioni  the  j^oats 
(in  iliis  case  imilinj,'  ilif  slit'(|i  on  the  Island  and  liavini;  tint 
jjoats  on  lilt'  mainland)  was  ahandoncd.  The  siaall  island  aliovo 
this  rn>t  liiidLjc.  slidwn  in  ilic  m^-ravin;,',  if  il  vmt  cxisicd,  has 
loni;'  sinci'  ln-cn    washed   away. 

So  liold  wa'-  I  his  iiiii  r]irisi  of  lirid;,'in{r  tho  rajiids  ronsidci'od, 
that  W'ais  allii-waids  Mar.u'aict  l''ulh'i' Oss(di  sn^;^'i's|td  that  tlio 
(Ileal  Sjiii'it  id'  Nia;;ara  "had  ininislied  tleneial  I'oiMei's  teniorily 
wilh  (h-afiiess.  w  liieli  nnisl  ha\e  idnie  U|ion  him  when  li"  snnk  Iho 
lii'st  sinne  iiilo  (he  laiiids." 

The  III  a\\  iiias.-.es  (d'  in'  I'limiii'^  dnwn  the  ri\ei'  in  the  eai'lv 
moiii  lis  uf  i.s|>  St  nick  a;;aiiisi  i  he  uniuoiecied  imci-s  id'  the  (ii'id^'e 
will)  such  I'oice  as  to  cany  iliem  away,  I'r(im|illy  wilh  llie  cum- 
III;,'  of  siiiin-.'.  I^|s.  ilie  I'liiier  hroiln  rs  erecied  a  second  Imt  a 
inoic  siilisiaiilial  wooden  liiidi;e.  They  sehdccl  a  si'e  fiiitlicr 
down  sireani  and  Imill  il  fmni  Ihe  niainlami  lo  ISatli,  or  as  il  is 
tidw  I  ailed  ilieeii  Island,  and  IKiiii  that  islaml  tlie\  Imill  another 
liiid;;e  m  (ieal  Island,  Thi'.^e  wei'e  Imill  on  the  siies  (d'  the 
jii'cseiii  hrid;;es,  their  Imildeis  cuiieclly  assmnin^i  that  hy  roasou 
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of  ihv  ,los...nt  of  the  rivor  over  the  rocks,  in  tl.o  space  between 
the  .l..stn,y.Ml  a.ui  tl.c  new  slrucnn..  Hh-  In.-,,  rakes  nf  i,..  wnald 
be  S(,  broken  uj.  that  con.j.a.atively  little  damage  would  be  done 
to  the  new  |)iers. 

Thes..  two  bridfxos  ra  cut  of  th.  nne  leadinj,^  from  Green  Island 
to  the  main  shore  is  givenj  with  ordinary  reju.irs  slo<.d  till  lSu5, 
when  they  were  replae,.]  by  the  iron  siruetuns  that  to-day  af' 
ford  accesti  to  tlie  Island. 

^"   '■'■'•'•^'  '"  ^' <■•   •'■^'<"<i  'l'i<sliun  how    were  tlH.s,,.    bridKes 

built.  h,t  me  answer;  two  giant  trees  about  H)  feet  hmg  wrre 
feliod  in  ih,.  virinity.  and  h.-wd  ..,,,„„v  „n  two  oppositr  sides. 
A  IrvH  platform,  protr.t.d  nn  ihc  river  sidr  by  rribbin-  was 
built  on  tlH.  main  shor...  Th..  luu  l„gs.  |,;,r;.liH  ami  s„a,..  s  f.^t 
■■ipart,  WHv  laid  on  roli-rs.  ami  with  timir  simr..  .mis  Imavily 
wughNdwithstom..  w..ro  pushed  out  , .•..,., iH.n s.     ..n-aeh 

K' a  man  walked  nut  to  ,1m  end.  -arrying  with  him  a  sharp  iron 
pointed  stair.     Aerevieein   theroeky   b.d  of   Mm  riv.r  having 

' "   ''""^"'    ""■'"'■   f''<'<'"'inr..a,.h  of  ,h..se   logs,   tlmstair   was 

'''■'"■"  ''"^^■"  i"'"i'-and  to  it  ,1„.  ,.„d  of,!,.,  log  w.s  hrmlv 
lashed.     Plank  were  thon  nailed  on  th,  .s  •  logs,  an,l  on  ,his  bridge 

stones  wer,.  dragged  out  and  lai,l  in  a  jder,  a, n.i  tims,.  staves 

"'"'  "-i'-'-  the  ,.nd  of  either  log.  „„tila  ro,ky  foun.laiion  su,. 
!""■"•'"""  l"i'alHT.s.  Ka,h  snn,...,|in,,  span  was, iK.n  bail,  in  a 
'''^"  ■"""""'••     ^Vhil,.  tin.  bri.lgo  w..i„  pro,.ossof..ons,ru,.ti.,n, 

^^''•''  •''"■'^'•<-  ""■  '■" "^  ^'"'■••^'.  wa     on  ,h,.  bank  an  int,.n.sted 

si..M',aio,-.     As   the   first    span   was  su,-,-,.ssf„||y  ,'ompl,i..,|.  and 

""'  '•'•'''■"""  "'■  il"'  l'"Ml,.,.  ilius  ,.,»,nv,l.  >o, „,.  ask,.d  In,,,  what 

!"■  thoiight  of  it.     K'ising  maj,.sti,ally.  and  .hawing  his  blank,-l 

Hose  about  him,  h,-  mutlor,  d:  "Damn  Yank-.e,-  and  stalk,  d  away. 

Thus  Goat   Ishui.l  was  accessible  to  the  puldic;  and  in   1818, 
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on  tln'  (•(iiiiiilclidii  uf  ilic  l)ii(]fii-.  WHS  iiiiidi-  liic  lirst  nuul  anHiinl 
it.  Oil  the  wcstciii  ;iii(l  sniillirrii  siilcs  (if  tlic  isl;iii(l  it  was  built 
out  licyoiiil  ilic  uiipfr  cilnc  1,1'  ill,,  land  of  In  (ia\  ;  fur  ^iiicc  that 
date  sitiiii'  fill.;'  nids  in  wiilili  on  tin'  wcstirn  side  and  nearly  10 
I-cid-  il;  widlil  "U  Mil'  wcsliin  Imlf  of  liii  sullllli'in  >iili'  i>\'  tilt.' 
Island  iia\  r  Iicimi  \\a>licd  away. 

liii'f  on  tlir  "Island  nf  Iris,  al  lin'  l^'alls  uf  .\ia!.;ara,  Fiiday.  ihe 
4lli  day  of  .lunc,  lsi',1"  (so  read  ilio  niinulcsi.  w  Inn  llin  r  survey 
had  riarlicil  liir  inniiih  uf  ilie  Niagara  i-ivir,  i  -ol  Cicn.  I'rifi'  J!. 
Pdi'tii',  cuniniissidinr  on  llio  jiart  of  tin'  rniltd  Stalts  uf 
AniiTira,  and  -lulm  itt;illiy.  runiniissiunfr  on  llii'  jiait  uf  his 
llriiannir  .Majusiy  uiidui  iln-  irualy  uf  (ilMiii.  wiih  ihuir  s<:i-v- 
taiy  and  allmdanls.  in  ru^^nlai'  session.  .Vnuni}^  uili.-i-  ihin^rs 
accuniiilishud  al  this  s"ssiun,  thuy  icsulvud  "lliat  >i\[  ill''  aii'isal 
of  till'  siir\('yurs,  who  were  dally  (•.Njiucicd  liuni  I.ai^u  (Miiariu, 
\\huic  tliuy  had  Ihmii  cn^a;,'!'!!  in  I'.iniiihtinj;'  sunic  unlliii>lu'd 
hnsinc'ss  uf  lasi  \iai-.  iIm-;  jiru^  im,|  \n  iln-  snivuy  uf  ilii-  N'ia;;ara 
ri\"iM'  and  iis  islands  ai'd  un  ihi-  cuniiiiuiiun  imMcuf  I'uniiii'.i'-  ih'' 
muM-y  of  ihr  1  lMiuiidar.\  j  linu  hriwi.ii  ilir  I  iiiitd  Sialu>  and 
Caiiiida." 

Aniun^'  the  ilhistriuns  \isiiurs  tu  the  island  in  Is'J."!  rani<'  lln' 
Mai(|nis  uf  l.afaycllr,  (jiuii  the  ;,Mii'st  of  ihc  I'nilcd  Stalo>;  who 
aflci'  a  ih  li^'hifiil  walk  u(  Iwu  liuurs  left  the  Island,  whirh  aji- 
pcarrd  lu  him  '"liki'  an  aci'ial  i^aidiMi  >.nslainu(l  by  cluuds  and 
snnuundMl  by  ihiindur,"  ri't;rcitiii^;  "that  its  disiaiico  from 
I'^cancc  wuiild  nut  pcfmil  him  to  imiw  hasc  i(  as  it  would  iiiaiif  a 
dilij^hlfiil  residcmc." 

l.alii\t'l  tc's  scci'clary.  M.  l,a  X'assciir.  added  to  his  aceoniU  uf 
the  \  isii  •'The  surruiindiii^;  eurrenls  uf  water  olTiT  an  incalculahU' 
muvin;;  powrr  fur  maeiiim'iy,  which  nii|;iit  lie  easil_\  ,i|i|died  (o 
all  sorbs  of  iiiuniifaetorics." 
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Tho    (.WIMT^    „r    ll,,.    Ic-hllHl    WHV    llhll    )M,\V,.r    1IS..I>    illld    power 
(lev.. 1., [..IS.    lull      VNrlV    up|,OSf(|     I,.    ;ni.V    Ml,!,     Il-rs    ul'    Ihis     IslaiMl. 

Tli(-\  ,li<I  (l,.vrl,,|,  ,„,uvr  tiiiii  ricci  mills  .,ii  111.,  niiiiii  sliorc;  iiiid 
''"•  "■"■  ""ill  i:i  I'iil"!-  iiiilli  wIkisc  ,.i-..cli(>n  was  later  pcriuitti'd  ou 
one  of  111.'  .smaller  islaii.ls.  wa^  all-.u,.,!  sulelv  lo  enahl..  mie  of 
tin-  sons  ef  .Viigiistii.s  I'orter  K.  start  in  business. 

a;... lit  IsL't;  a  few  (leer  (wlii.li  had  [..■en  plentiful  in  ihe  vicin- 
ity) were  plaeed  on  the  Island,  l.iit  tiie  visitors  of  tliat  day  took 
Mirh  a  .l.'li-hi  in  .diiisinK  tli.'in  that,  in  their  frij,'ht  the  animals, 
one  by  ..n...  lied  in'.,  the  riv.'r  and  were  carried  ..ver  the  falls. 
The  ^ri.'at  attra.'tioii  ..n  th."  Canadian  side  at  this  time  was  Table 

KOck.    a     I.10j,.ctill,!,r    |..,|^r,.    j,,^,     .,,     ,1,,,    ,.,,j^,,.    „|.    I,,,,     ||,„.,,,^,|,„.    |..,,,|^ 

iiiid.  ac^  an  otlset  to  that,  in  Im'T  a  bri.i-..  was  l.uili  from  (i..at 
Island  ..ut  to  what  is  now  known  as  Terrapin  K.i.k.  Ii  was 
about  :{(i()  f..et  lon^',  and  the  eml  of  the  bridp-  pn.j.M'ted  about  10 
feet  beyond  the  ed^e  .,f  the  fails,  f.irminj;  an  alisolulely  uni.pie 
and  danprous  point  of  .d.servation.  Tli.-  heavy  timbers  of  the 
bridpe  proj.-.t.d  out  s(.me  fe.'t  beyond  the  end  of  the  bridge 
itself. 

Th.'  next  attraetion  built  on  the  Island  was  tlie  Riddle  Stairs, 
enablin':  people  to  rea.di  the  slope  below  the  island.  Th.-y  were 
fi'e.t.d  in  ]Si>i),  at  Ihe  sujLi;p'sti(.n  of  Xieln.las  Riddle,  of  United 
States  Rank  fame,  and  he  .•ontribiiie.l  a  part  of  ih.'  .xp.-iise  of 
th.ir  .'nrtion.  Tli.'.se  stairs,  afl.r  a  ]..'riod  of  m  years  of  uiiiu- 
terrupi.'d  use,  still  allor.l  ih,.  ,„il_v  m,.j,iis  ,,f  ,l,f.,,.iii  t,,  ih..  debrirt 
slope  below  and  to  the  Cave  of  the  Winds. 

Soon  after  their  erecih.n  in  ih..  sam..  y.'ar,  iheiv  appeared  at 
Niagara  that  man  who.se  name  is  yet  a  syn..nym  of  high  jiinii.ing, 
Sanil'at.h.  '1  he  elilT  of  (loat  Islan.l  ai-jn^aled  to  him  and  hie  en- 
treaties gained  him  permission  1..  erect  on  the  sloj.e  b.l,    ,    Jn? 
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Island  iiiid  iHiiMli  itf  ilic  I'.iildlc  Sljiirt^,  ;i  iiliiU'oiiii  fvum  wliicli  Ii,> 
inadl'.  Sllrri'ssfiilly,   |  \vu  Iciips.  ll.")  frcl    liiol,.   jut,,  tl„,  ,],.,,|,  \v;,trl'S 

bfluw.  Tlic  iiliiit'uiiii  IVdiii  wliicli  111'  jmiiiicd  was  sii|i(iiin(Ml  l)y 
(and  als((  ri-inlicd  livi  iwo  ciiniiudiis  ladders  wlidsr  luwcr  riids 
rested  n|mii  llic  liii^'c  vmUs  ;ii  ihc  wal'Ts  cdj,'.',  tlie  ladders  them- 
selves leaain.i;  I'ar  (lui  oNcr  ilie  waters.  Tlieii'  uiijier  ends  were 
fastened  \>y  ropes  in  tlif  Inji  uT  ilie  rockv  slujie  (in  \v!ii(li  the 
lower  en<l  <>(  tie-  Middle  Slnirs  rest.  Midway  of  iheir  length 
they  were  also  I'asleiied  to  the  hank  hy  ropes,  (iiiy  ropes,  ex- 
tending re>peelively  up  and  down  t^licani,  kejii  ihc  ladders  truiu 
swaxing    side\\;i,\s. 

In  the  same  year  there  eanie  to  Niagara  (Jajit.  JJasil  Hall,  of  the 
Itoyal  British  Navy;  an  exiensive  traveller  and  a  xoluniinous 
writer,  lie  admired  and  i  rilieiz.d  .Niagiia:  wrote  learn. diy  and 
outertaiuingly  nhout  iln'  pressure  of  the  alniosidiere  !»■  hind  the 
sheet  <d'  water,  and  left  in  his  works  his  aiiprohaiion  of  the  de- 
cision of  the  owners  of  the  I^lallll  In  retain  it  in  iit^  nalur.il  >!ate; 
and  also  took  eredii  that  his  txjiressed  \iews  in  favor  of  this 
cuurse  "luay  have  conlrilMited  in  some  degree  to  the  salvation  of 
the  most  interesting  spot  in  all  Ainei'ica." 

The  same  summer  there  .appeared  at  Niagara  that  remarkable 
stranger,  Frainis  Ahliott,  wliofje  name  will  always  he  assoriatid 
with  this  locality  as  "The  Hermit  (A'  the  Falls."  Young, 
learned,  eultivated,  and  versed  in  the  arts,  he  sought  siditude 
and  rommuniou  with  nature.  English  rcdalives  sujiplied  him 
with  ample  money  for  his  simple  needs.  Intending  on  hi^  arrival 
to  spend  a  week  here,  he  pas.sed  the  remaining  year  and  a  half  of 
his  life  close  to  the  great  Cataract.  He  wanted  to  build  a  cabin 
on  tlie  first  Sister  Island  which  he  proposed  to  reach  by  means  of 
a  drawbridge,  but  to  this  the  owners  of  the  leland  could  not 
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consi'ut.     Ubtainiiif,'  p.Ttiiissiiin   ti.  (MHiipy  an  iiniis..(l   init    ihat 

sluud   <.ll    111,'  IloillicMstnlv   sidr  uf  Cnjll    IsIjIIkI.   h,.  !iv,..l    111,.,',.  f,.i- 

Ji  year  in  s,.lini.|,..  ^nv  fcr  his  .I.>-  ;mh1   liis  ..jif;   pivp.niii.u   his 
*>\\n   inrais,   \Miiin,-  iim,!,,   l„ii    pn.mpily  .h'stinx  in-  ..N,.Mhin;r 

<liat  h..  wn.i,..  piayiii-  „fi,.„  ,,11  his  lliil,.  ami  -nilar;  al  all  I is, 

Init  chiclly  at  nij;lit.  wli.'ii  la-  \\„iii.l  1 |  ,i(.  iiiiniaii  l...iii-,  uaik- 

inj:  almiii  ih.'  Jslaii.l.     il,.  |,aili,.,|  ,lail\.  ij,,.  yrai    anniiHl.  in  ih.- 

riv.T,  usually  in  tli,.i |  l„.|,,u-  ili,.  liiil,.  fall  hfl  \v,.,n  ( ;,,ai  I^lainl 

and  thi-  (list  Sister  Island,  vvlii,h  Ihus  has  ivciv.d  ih.-  nan..'  nf  iji,. 
"HiTniitV  Cascade."  (»n  ih-  linilicrs  ihat  pn.j,  ,i,d  ..nt  \><u>vA 
tht'fdg.M.f  the  iHidp.at  T.Tiainn  llu,  k,  and  u  hhh  exLiM-d  cut 
even  over  th,-  ^'ulf.  1,,.  w,iuld  vrniiir...  walUin-  rapi.lly  ri-hi  ,Mit 
to  the  end.  and  then  iiirnin-  .|ui,kly  and  Carles^ly.  ,.,.,, .a,-,,  his 
step.s.  From  the  ends  ,d'  ihes,.  linil^is  h,.  wuuld  liaim  I,y  his 
hands,  his  l.,aly  susi.eiuh.I  in  mid  air  ever  ihe  ahyss,  exhihiiin- 
al)6()liite  fiarlessness  ami  sti'enj,'ih  ef  will. 

The  inrreasin-r  nuinher  of  visiieis  iiidih-,d  him  ti.  h-av,-  the 
Island,  and  tn  oceupy  a  hut  on  th.-  mainland,  ll,.r,.  he  live,]  f,,r 
six  luonihf*.  and  one  nmrnin^'  wa^  dmwin'd  uhile  hailiin--  n-a:  ili,' 
'■'""  "•■""■  -^iii'ii'  iiii  I'iill.  II,-  is  l,ii,i,.,|  ill  III,.  ,.,.m,.|,.rv  ,11  Nian. 
ara  Falls;  and  his  life  remains  as  a  wemjerful  ex.imple  of  ih..  all 
pi-rvadin-  inlliiemc  that  Nature  al  Nia-ara  ran  e.xert  on  an  uvit- 
sensitive  soul. 

lu  the  \N  inter  of  this  sani,.  y,.ar,  a  remarkald--  ,,ne  in  th,-  I~hind"s 
liislory,  it  is  slated  that  the  cold  v\,,s  so  inleiis, ,  an.l  llie  i,e  in 
til.'  riv.-r  ami  in  th,.  lapids  al..)ve  so  ilii,k.  ihat  |M.rs.)ns  weiv  aide 
to  cross  to  Coat  Island  wiilioul  iisin^r  (h,.  hridps;  a  r.uuarLald.- 
fa.t.  if  true,  and  a  .•.m.liti..ii  whirh  Xaiuiv  hats  m-v.-r  vo.i,l,.,,l-,.l 
lis  simv;  allhon-h  diiriu-  the  inl,'i  v.-nin-  s.-v.^nly  y..ars  ili,.|v 
liave  heen  s.un.'  r.unarkahly  cold  periods,  imial.lv  in  rec.-nt  v,a 
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in   1^71  and    Is!m;.     In   ilic  Inilcr  year,  save  for  (Hic  w  id  ;, 

it\ci'  ilir  i|t(|ii's|  .  liauiii'l,  a  sdlid  mass  of  ice  aiTiiiiiiilai(  tl.  lirlnw 
tlic  lnitl;:!'  in  (irci  n  Island,  and  lirtwccn  ilic  main  sIioit  and  llie 
sinall'T  inlands  and  (inai  Island,  (in  wliicli  manv  iicisnns  walki-d 
dailv  I'lif  niailv  a  week.  And  nuf  man  drovi  (int'  al'liTiinnn  Umu 
\\,[\\[  Inland  down  alnin>i  in  i  h.^  cd^rr  nf  tlic  AnnriiMii  {''all. 

In  l"»;'..'I  was  linill  nf  ihc  sinnts  n'   iliis  iinniidiali'  vicinilv    the 

Tilia|iill   'rnwir.  (  Insc   |n   llir  fi\'j,r  nr  lirillk   nf  |||i'    il    il^islini-   I'all 

and  (|iiili'  a  dislainc  nn(  frnni  I  lie  Island.  This  inwri'  was  t!ii'  nnn 
(ilijiiiiM-  |iiiini  nf  all  \isilnis,  ijii'  .M.-cca  nf  all  pilu'i'iins.  Of 
laidf  ai  liiiiccMiial  disiun  and  rnn^iriici  inn.  it  ^umil  fm-  uvci' 
foriv  \fai>.  a  miii|Mc'  ami  iml  inliirmniiinns  adjumi  id  tin-  ^icat 
(Jalaia.l. 

As  liii  old  T(  rra|i!n  htidu'i'  was  i-c  [dact-d  willi  ilm  [htsi  iit  siriio- 
tiiir  a  few  vcais  afh  iwards.  and  as  rldnlv  visilnrs  nf  today 
i-c>:ri  I  ilif  di^aiiiiiafamt'  nf  llic  nid  inwir.  a  landmark  nf  a  p.ist 
t,'('m'i'aiinii.  I  ii|ii'ndiici-  an  nId  nni.Mavin.i:  nf  ilifm  as  ilicy  were 
in  i^;;t. 

Familiar  as  Ihc  Irip  In  day  is  In  many  \isitnrs,  Ihc  (irst  entrance 
(if  tlic  ('a\<'  nf  ihc  \\  iiids.  Of  .l',nlns"s  Caxc.  as  it  was  lii'st  called, 
nn  duly  1.".  1>:;|.  maikcd  an  c|i(Mh  at  Niaj;ara.  Fnr  several  yi  ,ifs 
licfnic  ih.it  dale  \isiini-s  had  |tene|i'aled  a  few  fed  l.ehind  the 
shell  nf  waler  hcliiw  'i'atilc  Unek  (HI  the  CanadiaTi  side.  Imt  the 
jiassaec  licliind  the  small  slicci  nf  walcr  that  tlnwed  lictwcen 
•  inal  and  Luna  islands,  and  nut  liey(in(i  amidst  tlii'  waiif^  dash- 
inii  and  iiliinuiiiL:'  in  ihe  sunli;ilit.  and  ihc  jnui'ney  fnuii  i-nrk  lo 
ruek,  and  nver  Misliintr  Inri'enls.  in  fmnt  nf  this  fall  and  liark  to 
<ioat  Island,  was  a  new  tri|i,  with  new  sen-atinns  and  n-w  views. 
TIic  tii|i  is  an  ex|ici'icnct'  w  hidi  has  liccn  ext(dled  hy  all  who  have 
tvir  enjoyed   it,  and   it   is  a   trip   wliopio  attraelivencss  has   nut 
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'"■•■"'""""■  "1.  ''Ml  iKis:  „,...;,s,.,l.  as  ilu.^,;nslMV,  ;;.  .>,.  I ,  V ;  f„r  I  l.e 
iu>l,:n-  i;U\ynr^  s,„;,v  ,,ihI  iI.,.  s1h.,.is  of  ^s;u.■l  .IriN,,,  wi,|,  .,.,,,t 
r-io..,.:,in.(  >lH.  !•;.,.,.  of, I,,., .liniK.vuarhv  v,.;,r  ,.,(,. Mini.,. 1„. 

""'^'     '''"'^   "'■   ""•  '■•'"■•   "mMu-   it    !;.rp.r  ;in.l    mur,.   w ,.rf„l 

w  ilh  I  ;irli  siiccct  iliii;;  sinnnitr. 

<'"     M.nl,     -1.      Is,S,     ..,„,     ,|,;„     ,|;,_v     „„ly.-     |„,..„„s     WMlK,,i     1,1 

'l'-l"'l  Mf  iln.n.rkx  , 1,111,11.  I, ,ri|„.  Ani.ii.an  i-;,|,:,;>  l,..|w.-..n  doat 

'"'•'■"'  •""'  ''"•  ■"•iinlaii.l  an. I  lin„i  ( ;.,ai  Isiai, ,t  in  lli,.  I„..l  „f 

''"■   '"•""   '''^"""1    i"^>;n-.l>   ••aiia.la.      I!,,.    ri^,,    „,„   „,„    ;,,, 

'"'"ml:  iis  il„u    uas  ..iniini^l,.  .1.  n.,t  ,.ni„vlv  ,■„(  ,„r,  i,s  mi,,,,Iv 

•"    '"'^'    '•'''■  ''■'^'"-   '"•■"   I'lnimiaiilv   ,k,i|.      I.ak,-    Kii,-   was 

""•"  '"11  .^f  lluanny  i,-.  nnsuUni-  I.,  ii..,,,,!.,.  ,|,..  ,.,„,■,,.  of  du- 
Niii^'.na  riv,.r.  l„n:n;:  iln^  |..vv  i„i,s  afl.rn.M.n  a  M.„n-  n.,ril.. 
••'"  ^^^"*'  ''■"'  'I'i^'"  ""■  i"'  l'i"l<  int..  .1...  iaU...  I.inin-  di,. 
n<V!.l  ilu.  uin.l  v...r,,i  m„1.!,.mIv  an.l  l.i..w  ^  ;.mI,  from  ll„.  u..st. 
Tl.i^  r.i,,..|  ih.   i,-,.  il,„.  .i,a,,,u.  ;„,  „„,,,  „„„  ,i„.  „„,,„,  ,,„„. 

'"''"'"'""•■  "^""■'^^"••iNi'M.v  M..,N,. ,|,,  an.l  ili,.  slilla.l 

VMM,in;;i,..>,.a|..,l„,,  ,liiss.„nr,.  ui,|,  a  I.ni|MMarv  l.ai  n.r.  ,.n.l,..,l 

"'""    ^"■'   i"""l"-'n,      I,  ,|:,!, K..  ,,„„   ,,„,,„.   ,„,,.,„„,,, 

"f  llii>  iMiri,  r  i„  ,|,a,n  ..IV.  an.l  in  ili,.  nnniiinp.  ,1...  N'ia^ra.a  l■i^.■l•, 
iisin-n  kn.'VN  il,  -  NNas  n„i,"  Tli,.  A  ni-ii.an  Kall>  «,  ,,.  .in-,  Th.' 
r.ina.lian  Falls  u.,,  a  ni.r,  >.lia.l,,u  „f  ih,.i,.  f„,„i,  ,■  s,h.-s.  a  f.  w 
'll";|'l^  .'!•  Mivanis  ,,f  wal.r  .,nlv  falling;  ,,v.  r  (lir  ,.,1;;.  |>,„|,1,., 
''""'•'   '"^>    i'i""i.  ni    ,,f   an   ..niush   .,r   uai.r    f,„,ii    u,,   sii-..a,„, 

''•'""''   '"  li"   'li.'".!..-!..  ul„i,,  „|,  ,,,  ,!,,.  liin,.,  "111.,  r iMian 

S'ii'l  ii.\.r  ii-,„|,-  an.l  uh,,,.  j,   i,..,,  |„.^,,,,  ||.,„|  ^j,„.,, 

■I'l"'   ^":>y  "I    .\iaj.-a:a    uas   i..lii,.,l    i,,  a   ni..an;   1 1.,    >|,l•a^.  an.l 

""■'■'•""•    '•"•   "iiini'MNNs  .li«a|.|..ai-.l.      All   .lay   iliis   ,,|i, .,,,.„ „ 

'•'''"'■  '■'"  ''>  "iKl'l  III'  snn's  la.Ns  an.l  lli.'  pi.^Mnv  rf  I.ak.' 
'■•'""*  ^^•"'■1'"  li.Kl  nia.lr  inina.N  .^n  tl„.  i,v  .lam.  ai,.|  .jnrin-  ih,. 
Jiif-'lit    th..   I.aiil.r   was   svv.  ,,|    a\^av.      l!y    ||,..    n.  xi    nDrnin^   the 
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rivrf  ;t;;iiiii  iii'ln-*!  I>y  i!i   iH  Miii;.'lit.  jikI  il«  in.ii'  diirc  ui'iv,-  \i)n 
ilaiiiii  il  lli.il  NiiiLiiii;!  Iiiiil  riMiiii'd  il-  >\\av. 

Ill  lM,n  I  wo  \isitcir!s  (if  spcriiil  iDic  fuiiif  to  Nia^Mia;  IJIcndiii. 
ilif  mail  i>(  iii.ii  iicr\r.  ami  .\ll"it  i'.ciwanl.  h>\f  apliar''nt  to  the 
I'.riiisli  Tl.ri'M'  .  'llic-  I'nriinT  w.mic.l  m  .s|ift<h  a  iii|ii  liMii,  iluai 
!^lalMi■s  siiiiilisM-ii'i'ii  I  III!  Ml  ilii'  t'aiiailiaii  ^Iimi-,-  ■•|i|insiii  .  ami 
lialailii'  [ii'li-  III  lialnl  In  i-:ii>s  I  li  '  };Mr;.;i'.  wli'T*-  i  li'  ••'!  ll;ill  of 
!-|»r,i.s  iiii;;!:!  .  :nili|.  him  >ii  l;^  folds  and  i**«*i'I  liiiu  nui  of  llif 
vifW  of  till'  I  Ihiiisaiiil^  w  !io  w.'iiM  iIucihl:  liii'  liaiiku  tn  >i<'i'  Iiim 
I'isk  111-  lif'-.  iliil  <loai  Island's  ow  s  ii'fu-'il  lo  In  jiartit'.s  to 
;mii|i  an  lAliiliil  iii'i.  and  l>liindl:i  >i  i-i'lrli' d  ins  i-itj..'  n- v  ■  v  iln' 
(iuijii-  al'iiiii  iialf  a  ,■  li<iii\\.aml  iLiU'.  in  ilif  |t['i-siiiri  of  the 
I'liiirc  III  \\  al' >  nil  niio  nn-asion,  and  in  iln-  picSfiicc  of  iiiuiti- 
liidrs  of  |ii  i)|i|i'  oil  miIii  IS,  si-MMai  liim--  i  iosmiI  iIw  }riir).'i'  fl'mii 
sidi'  to  siili'  in  safi'ly. 

Ni'W  si  iiiis  of  L'lrai  lioaniy  wif    o|iiMii'd  up  In  visjiors  liy  iho 

Cl'irlioll    of    llio    li|ill;ji'S    III    llir    'Ihrir    SisliT    l-iailils    ill     I'^'l'.l:    Iillt 

tin-  iiiio  poiiii  of  \ania;ri'.  lin-  ;:ranil  old  'I'dTaian  'row  ■.  was 
nt'cdli'ssiy  loin  down  in  l^"i:'.  in  oidi  r  iliai  il  mi'^iii  iioi  plow  an 
advofso  alirariion  In  lli-  iniiicsis  of  a  '■oinpanv  wliii',  liad 
liiini:lii  ami  wri"  aluHii  m  Irmo  in  ilo'  ia-t  spoi  of  land  "H  iln- 
Anii-inan  vlion-  li'an  wlmli  a  mar  view  of  lin-  r',ill>  ninld  In- 
ol'iaiii'il:  .1  poiiii  w  liii  II  Ml  ioii'^  as  il  i-i  iiiaimd  in  :lii-  pii-.-.i'.sio|i 
uf  llic  owiiis  of  iliial  Inland  had  l.irii  hfl  fn  o  lo  ihf  woijd. 
In  h*^r7  I  lir  idi  a  of  ilii-  ;;ii'al  !i\dianl;r  niiimd  iiad  Kcni  n  ainiid 
li,\  'rhoma^  i;\  oi  >liid.  liis  plan  ami  iHopo-iiioh  was  to  havo  ilir 
oni  h  1  of  I  his  I II II  III'!  a  I  I  lir  lia^^r  of  I  in'  -^Inpo  dirrri  l\  iimh  :■  <  ioai 
Island.  I  Mriidin;^  ilir  iiinmd  isisiwards  iindi  r  lin-  Island  .iiid  lh>  ii 
iindiT  iIh'  111  d  of  ihf  iImt;  plai  in;;  tin'  m.lh  on  llm  m.iin  slnni' 
and  1  iiiiiii'i'iiii;.  llhir  ss  In-olpit  ^  uiili  iIh'  main  tiiniii'l  iiv  l.iti  r.i< 
tiinni'ls. 
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Tlir    |.M>^;.-r    i„    1  s7!l.    hy    tl„.    L.^isl; Hf    ll„.   Sli.l,.   „f    \..w 

^■^|■K.    n(    i|„.    ,„,.limili;ll.\    ;i,|     |ur    ||„-    .•Mill.]  i^llI,|,.Mt    of    ll„.    Slal- 
1{"-I^;.linl,     at     .\ia.l;iua      pirrlu,!,.,!     II,..    ,hln,.linn    uf    ihal     lul.l... 

■•"i.i  ii.r..ssiiah.,l  il.r  ,l,ai,o,.  ,|„.n.„r  i,,  jis  |,iv>,.mi  luraii,,,,,  a 
'■'"'"-■    "'■"  ''-"li'-I  lii.aMriall\  ,„  ih..  I,  ,,,1,1  „f  il„.  "..aiiii,.  ..n- 

''"'"■   '"  -^l    .^•■•"'  '-• '"'I    ll-'Ill.lr  il.haiirr.l   ||„.  i,i..a  of  -,„.  ralill|,r 

•'"  'I'''  iiir  ,i,rivi,i  ai  .\ia;;aia  lliai  ^IhmiI.I  supply  N.  w  V-rk  city 
;ni.i  iiihiiu.diair  |m.uik  uuIi  1i-Im  aii<l  ],.,«■, r.  A  l.alan.,.  ul,,-,!, 
'""  '•■<•'  i'l  <ii.<iiiri.T,  «a.s  In  Im.  lasi,,,,..!  .,;,.  an.l  pavalNI  t,,,  ,|,o 

'•"■'■   "'    ''"•    ""•"     '■^'^'""1    'lill;    il'I'l    111-    ilMluMl.M,    .uil.,    .ulnl.uS.Ml 


III"  llli|.>  aihl    liilli'v   ,,r   u  II,.,    Uric-   In  |„.   >| 


I  Mll^   a,|nx>    ihr    -u|  -(•   |,r- 


w.M  i,  (luat   Isiaml  aii.l  llic  r'aiia.liaii  >l,.iiv.     N„  |,.n;;ivss  wi 
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iiiaiii'   .11  (  ■i':f\  ii:.-   !  Iii ,        '•,■ 


'    "  '':■■  ''li'  '1   ail. I    i  !,.■  r^i.iMiMli- 
Mi.-iil  ..f  il...  ^■..^v  Vn,!.   |{..K,.rvati.,n  l,as  rn,,!,  ■■,..!  its  ,-uii.s,niii,Ki- 

litUI,    if  .   W  I     Cra.silij..,    i|(||p(iSHil  Ir 

In    IMS,-,  ail    iiiiniialiuiial  s.t,iii,„iii    in   fa\or  .,f  Stat..  ..niier- 

"'''•'   "'    '''"■    '■""'    illHII,-.|,ai..|N    SMliniiiMlMl^;    il,,-    Tails    ali.l    ,a|,i,is 

'■""'   ''    '•'■M'"-'ii".i   (n  a  slat..  .,f  Maiiiiv,  aii.l  |,n.s,.rv  ki,,,,  ('..r 

'"  """••  '""  '"  '"iinkiiHl,  k  la.iuil,!..  fnr„,  j,,  ,1„.  [„iiv|,as..  I.y 

III--  S'al..  .,f  .\..u  V,.rk,  mul.T  its  |,„w..,.  ,,f  ,.„,i,„.„,  ,|,,,i,aiii,  „f 
I  l'^  it'ivs  „|-  laii.l.  iii.lu.li,;;:  (;„ai  Island,  ami  a  iia.  i  .,f  land  al.ui« 
*'"■  '■'^•■''  ""  ""■  •^'M-ii.an  sl„,i,.  <;,,ai  Islin.l  l>,  i,,;;  ,1.,.  „iam 
fi  ill  nil-  i.f  I  !,|.  fi'si'i'vaiiiin. 

This  land  was  I.,,,,;,.),!  „i„|,.r  a|.|. laical.  .*.-,jr,.(in(i  Im-imh  pai.l  fur 
'•"•  ""'"  '-'■""'  !'"'"l';  iiM.I  un  .lul^  i:,,  iss-,  ,,||  ,,„,  ,,,„,„  ,,,_^.  ^,, 
|Hin  haM.,|  I.,.,  am.'  fr  ,.  (nvr\rv  i,,  i),,.  w..rl.|. 

S..  alhra  faniilv  ..vMi.Tshi,,  „f  „..arl>  7n  v.^ars  tli,.  .|i,.,.,  t  lifiti 
of  III..  Mpl^M,,;,]  |„ir,  has,  rs  ,,r  ,|,is  i„„,„.,(y  f,..,„i  il,,.  Siai-.  ,  ,.,|..,I 
il  I'ack  I.,  it,     Sa\..  |,„.  Ih,.  ,.n..  d,  scial  i,,n  ..f  I'.aih   Islan.l,  a! 
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Idwcd,  as  staled  licfdrc,  |iiiii'l_v  for  family  rrasdiitJ,  the  property 
was  ivtiinu'd  lo  tlu'  State  in  iis  orij;iiial  and  natural  i'onditif)n. 
On  all  tlie  otlier  islands  iIh-  uNNners  had  |ireserved  Die  niij,'inal 
forest  l)eanty. 

Siiiet'  IS.sj  ihe  plan  has  luen  to  i-on>iMenily  I•l■^lo|■e.  on  the 
I^•^e|■\  alion,  the  Manual  M-eiiei'\.  (In  (iieen  Inland  all  traces  of 
the  eld  mill  ha\e  lieen  I'enioved. 

And  iliiis  iln-  islar.ds  I'lnain.  as  iiahire  inteniled  ilieni  to  lie, 
and  as  ihev  are  drsiined  ti>  exist  for  all  time,  for  "a  iliin;,'  of 
beanty  is  a  joy  foiever." 


ITS   SCKNtRY. 

"To  Mm  who  In  thn  lovo  of  Nntiir©  holds 
riimniiinliin  wllh  hir  vislbli'  forms    she  Bf.oaks 
A   vnrUiiiH  laniruniti'. " 

The  scenery  of  <loat  Island  is  of  a  (wutfold  nature;  that  on 
the  islaml  and  thai  fnnii  ilie  Ulaiid,  '{"lie  scenery  Irniu  i  he  island 
is  the  sreiicry  of  Niai.'aia  I'alls.  and  I  kiinw  of  no  reasonalde 
way  nf  ileseriliin;.'  that  seener\,  other  than  to  (|inpte  t  hi' exiu'essed 
tlioii|:liis  of  ihe  master  minds  who  ha\e  reiorded  their  impre.s- 
Himis  of  the  ;,'ri'at  ralarart.  lint  to  thus  i|iiote  sutVniently,  to 
('\en  partiall.N  treat  of  i  he  siilijei't.  would  lie  to  till  an  entire 
soluiue.  And  so  eoiitinin;,'  ni\self  strictiv  to  my  sutijeet,  I  feel 
constrained  thus  to  lea\«  out  any  material  desiiiption  of  thf 
eeeiiery,  fnnn  the  islaml. 

"The  walk  alioM!  <Ioat  [sland  at  NiaL'ara  I'alls  is  |iri(li;il.|y 
i)nsur|ias<ed  in  'ln'  world  for  winder  imd  lieaiily,  "  wiotc  rliarle-* 
I  >udli',\  Wat  lie  r,  and  iIh'  judLiiieiil  of  i  In-  world  ULrrei  s  with  him. 
And  |iossilily,  esjieri.illy  to  itiat  lar^'e  niimlier  of  piisons  who 
jirt'ftT  the  HcetMM'y  of  tlie  rjlpids  to  that   of  the  fails   tiienisehes, 
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''"'■'•'  '•"*  " '"'•'  ^voi„|n,.iH  viow  almiii  Ninjrara  tliiiii  tliat  fruni 

""•    ■'''•'■'■'I'ill     l:.Mks.     «h,.|-    ll„-    Vis.lul.    InnkiM-    II,.    ||„.   t -.Ur.uU.iU 


fliaiiii.'l.  >,.rs  licfuif  liiiii  iiaiii,'li(  I. 


Ill  ilii'  n\,\.,v  liiH-  ,,r  111,,  lajtiils 


nii'flili^'  I  lie  hIvV. 

It  is  uf  il.is  vi.Hv  ilial  III..  iMil f  .\:-vl..  wr,.t,.,  ■•  Tli,.  rivop 

Niagara  aln.v,.  il„.  f,.,j|s,  nni.s  in  a  cliaiiiu-l  v.-n  hn.a.i,  ai..i  vi-ry 
'""•'  'l'I"''''-^'-<l  I'Huw  111,.  U.srl  „|-  tlu.  .niuiin,     Kilt   11,,.,,.  is  a 

'''■'■ ■''"">   '"  ""■  '"•«!  <'f  111*'  sl.vaiu  fu,.  a  .•.,n.si.i..r;.l,I..  ,|is. 

"""■'•  iil'"v-'  III.'  iMvcipi,,.,  a,!.!  this  .•oiiMii„i,.s  vvliai  aiv  .•aiicl 
""■  ''.il'i-l-^.  Tl„.  r„„M.,|,„.,Hv  is  ihai  VNliri,  w..  siai„i  at  ;inv  |.MJ„t 
near  111,.  ..,lu.  „r  il„.  n.ii..  „,i,|  lonk  „,,  ,1„.  ,..,irs,.  „f  ,!„.  siiva.n. 
»•"■  <"iiiniii;-'  vva:,.rs  uf  Hi.,  rapi-ls  .u.isiinn..  ||,..  sky  lin...  N,, 
i'"'i'-^"i""  "'•  '■•""I  i.><  Vi.il.l,.;  nolhi,,^-  ,„  ,..,,.,vss  ,|„.  fM,t  ,1,„, 
Nv..  an.  I,,., killer  al  a  riv,.r,  Th,.  .-.vsts  „r  iji,.  l.,vak.Ts.  ,1...  1,.;,,, 
hv^  a.,.1    ilu-  ..ushirmr  „f   ,1,,.   ,,.,„,,,   .,,,,.  ^,.,|   ^,^,^,^^   ^^^,^^.^_^^    ^^^^^ 

'''"'"'"•  ^'-^  '''"-^  •'■'■  '^'•'  >'  ""  "1 'wi.  wJMh  il„.  Shi],  tiu.n  wlii.h 

w..  I...,k   is  i„  ,|„.  M-undi  ..!■  ,!,..  m;,.      I,   ,s  „..|,„.s,l,i,.   i„  n.sisi 

""'  ""'■'■'  ""  "'"•  i'liat^inaiinn.  I,  is  a.  if  ,ti,.  f,„i,uaii,s  ..f  ,1„. 
Kivai  .1,.,.,,   v...,v  l„-i„,,.  |.,„K,.„   „,,    ,„„|   ,,,^,,    .^   ,,,  ^^    ^,^  |^_^,__  ^^^^^^^ 

•■'""i'l^Mi  .1,,.  w,„.|.|.     'III..  iinjHvssinM  is  railH.,-ui,,va>...l  ,|,a,. 

diminisi,..,!  l,y  ,1...  ,„.,.s|,....li^..  ,.f  ,ii,.  luw  w |,..|  |,,„ks  ,„.  ..i,i.,.,. 

»^lH-i.-.  i"MMi,i,.r  .ioun  ,„  ;,  v;,„i-.lnn::  |.oi„i,  a.i.l  s,...m,H.^'  ,.,  1,.. 
'""  '"  ""•  ="!^^""i"^  w^H-i-s.  An  ,,,,|,an.„ilv  sl,.,r..|..ss  s..a. 
-I'  — Mm;:  Muanis  ......  is  a   v,.,y  ,u-,u,\  an-l  a   v..,.y  awful  si^ht! 

'•'•"-"■"'"^''   ""•"•   ^^'""   '""•  ' ^v^.  .■..ul   uivi,.,^  ,„„.s..!f  ,„  ^,,,,,t 

"""  ""'•'  ''•""■   '   '' '    1^""^^    III."    llHT..  ,.  anyilii,,^-  i„  ,,,,,„■.> 

"""■'•  '"".i'-'i''  If'"',  ih,.  vi,.sv  ,.f  II,..  ,,,,,i,|s  al.uN,.  11,..  Talis  „f 
NiML';iiii." 

T..  M.any  .,il„.,.s  tl,..  vi..w  „f  il,..  ,;,|,;,|s,  as  ..„.■  stan.ls  ..„  an.l 
I'M.ks  up  stn-an,  fnnu  Ww  hri.lp.  |,.a.|i„;r  ,„  (j,,,.„  ,^,,,,„,    .^  ,,^^^ 


Ill 


(iip.\r   Island 


iiitiHi  lii;ii)iiful  ill  Niii;;iir;i.  I.''l  iin'  ijiini..  Mar-.'.'irci  l'iill.i-s  dc- 
scii|iiinii  i,f  ilicsf  views:  "At  last,  sl.iwlv  iiml  llinii-liifiilly  I 
walkcil  liipuii  III  ilic  l.iid;.'!'  liadiii;.'  lu  <l(ial   I'laml,  ami  ulicii  1 

ft I   ii|piiii   ihis  trail   siiiiiiuii,  ami  saw  a   i|uaiiir  ol'  a   imli'  ut' 

luiiiMiii^.'.  iii.-liiii;:  ra|iiils,  ami  Inanl  ihrir  cMTJasl  iiiv  mar.  mv 
ciiKPliiiiis  n\cr]iiiwi'rf(|  iiic,  a  rliokin^  >iiiisai  imi  nisi-  lo  inv 
Ilii""ai,  a  liirill  rii>lii'i|  iIii(iiil;Ii  mx  \ciiis,  •  iii\  Miiml  ran  ri|ii'liii;r 
u>  iiiv  rni).'iTs"  ciiils.'  Tliis  was  liii'  iliiiiax  i>\'  iln'  cH'iti  wjiiih 
Iht'  falls  |irni|iir,i|  iii'iiii  inr  iifi:lnT  ilii'  Aiiii'rii  an  ikt  i  In- 
Hril  isli  tall  ii:u\  I'd  w,-  as  did  i  Ih'sc  i  ajiids.  I\)r  I  li'-  iiiaL'tiirn  i  ii'i', 
till'  siiMiiiiil  V  (if  ilir  lalii  !■  1  was  ]ii'c|pai'i'd  hv  disii-i|iticiii--  and 
I'V  )iaiiiiiii;,'s.  \\  Inn  I  arriMd  in  sirlil  -if  ilinn  1  nn'irlv  fill. 
'All.  vi's.  In'ii-  is  ilii-  tall.  JM.-l  i\r>  I  lia\i'  scni  ii  ni  iii'liirc' 
N\  hrn  I  arii\rd  at  iln  I'rnai'i.i  liiid;;.'.  I  i\|ii'i|,ii  in  lir  (i\rr- 
wlii'lnifil.  III  I'l'iiri'  ii'i'inlilin^'  truin  iliis  >.,'iddv  miini'ii'-i'  and  um/.i' 
Willi  niiliiniii'd  wondir  and  awi'  uimn  tin-  iniini'iisc  iiia--s  i-niliii;: 
I'll  and  nil,  lull,  smnidinw  dv  uiln-r,  I  ilnmiilii  mil.v  i.f  ruiapai'ini: 
the  i-iVc(|  nil  my  iiiiiid  Willi  \sliiit  I  liiid  read  and  li  .ml.  1 
liKikcd  fur  a  >liiirt  liini'.  iiiid  iln-ii  wiili  aliiinsl  a  f'-i-liii.u'  >>(  di.-^ap- 

jH.inl  llll'lll.     lUllM'd     111    L'll     Ml    llll'    lllllrr    |l(lilll:i    (if    view    111    -cc    if     I 

was  11. il  iiii>iiiL'  II  ill  iioi  fii'lini;  iin,\  siir[iii>sin;,'  ciiKiiinii  iil  iliis 
si^li!.  I'liil  !r.iii:  llic  li.nl  nf  I'.iddlc's  sliiii.>,  and  llic  liiiddl'-  (if 
llll'  ri\ir.  iiiid  rnnii  lii'lnw  iln  Tiilih'  rnrk.  it  Uiis  slill  •'iiiHii, 
I'Jirri'ii  iill.'  And,  |iinM.i>i-d  wiili  ni,\'  stii|iidil,\  in  Ici'lin'r  nn'sl 
?ii(i\c(l  in  the  w  rmii.'  idiiii',  I  i  nni<  d  aw. ay  lo  ilif  li.ncl.  (JmIci  nrmi'ij 
to  sci  utT  fur  I'MlValii  iliiil  aflfriiunn.  liiii  ilic  siii^c  did  im!  ;rii. 
iiiid.  afii'r  nii^lii  fiill.  as  ilnrc  Wiiv  a  siilcndiij  iii'kiti.  I  wnii  down 
1(1  till'  lifidtrc  and  Iciincd  nvcr  ilic  (ciriiiici.  wlicic  iln-  Imilintr 
ii\|'i(|s  ranic  diiw  11  in  ilnir  iiiiulil.  Ii  was  lm  iiml.  iind  il  w  ii--  iilso 
jroi ^rciiiis.  ilic  \illciw    ra\s  nf  ilic  hiikhi  niiidc  iln'  lirnKcii   wii\i'S 
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appear  like  auburn  tresses  twininy  around  the  black  rocks.     But 
tbej  did  not  inspire  me  as  before.    I  felt  a  forebodin-  of  a 
migbtier  emotion  ri.se  up  and  swallow  all  others,  and  I  passed 
ou  to  the  Terrapin  bridge.    Everything  was  changed,  the  misty 
apparition  had  taken  off  its  many-colored  crown  which  it  had 
worn  all  day,  and  a  bow  of  silvery  white  spanned  its  summit. 
The  moonlight  gave  a  poetical  indefiniteness  to  the  distant  parts 
of  the  waters,  and  while  the  rapids  were  glancing  in  her  beams, 
the  river  below  the  falls  was  black  as  night,  save  where  the  re- 
flection of  the  sky  gave  it  the  appearance  of  a  shield  of  blued 
steel.     No  gaping  tourists  loitered,  eyeing  with  their  glasses,  op 
sketching  on  cards  the  hoary  loclcs  of  the  ancient  river  god.     All 
tended  to  harmonize  with  the  natural  grandeur  of  the  scene,     t 
gazed  long.     I  saw  how  here  mutability  and  unchangeableness 
were  united.     I  surveyed  the  conspiring  waters  rushing  against 
the  rock^  ledge  to  overthrow  it  at  one  mad  plunge,  till,  like  top- 
pling amI)ition,  oerleaping  themselves,  they  fall  on  t'other  side, 
expanding  into  foam  ere  they  reach  the  deep  channel  where  they 
creep  submissively  away.     Then  rose  in  my  breast  a  genuine  ad- 
miration, and  a  humble  adoration  of  the  being  who  was  the  ar- 
chitect of  this  and  of  all.     Happy  were  the  first  discoverers  of 
Niagara,  those  who  could  come  unawares  upon  this  view  and 
upon  that,  whose  feelings  were  entirely  their  own." 

The  scenery  on  the  Island  is  its  forest  scenery,  and  by  rea-son 
of  ltd  numerous  flora  and  their  abundance  is  wonderfully  attract- 
ive at  all  seasons;  in  Ihe  spring.  wIkmi  ihe  nnlural  f..ivst  blooms 
in  its  vernal  foliage,  and  when  llie  profusion  of  wild  (lowers 
carpet  the  ground;  in  the  summer,  when  amidst  llie  shaded 
walks  and  relreats  on  the  little  islands,  fanned  by  the  ev(>r- 
stirring  breezes  created  by  the  rapids,  one  wanders  entranced; 
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in  the  fall,  when  the  j^orgeous  coloring  of  the  leaves,  changed 
by  the  frost  into  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow,  delight  and  dazzle 
the  eye;  in  winter^  when  the  glorious  ice  scenery  covers  every 
iree  and  twig,  and  Nature 

"  Wasteful    declts    Uio   branches   bare, 
With  icy  diamonds  rich  and  rare." 

"Not  one  in  ."')0(),  \^•('  an-  persraded,  icuows  anything  aliout  the 
apocalypse  whith  is  vouchsafed  to  him  who  in  these  glorious 
winter  nights  seeks  the  ish'.not  ui'  rainiiis.but  of  the  Goat,"  wrote 
David  Gray,  and  were  one*  to  have  his  clioice  of  seeing  Niagara 
but  onoo,  i(  would  be  hard  to  dinide  whether  it  should  be  in 
winter  or  sunmu'r,  but  pr(ibal)ly  iu  w  iiitef. 

The  sceneiy  of  Goat  Island  by  innonliglii,  at  any  season,  uiice 
seen  is  never  to  be  forgotten.     One  iniglit  jtaraphrase  and  say 

"  It  you  would  see  this  Isle  aright, 
Go  visit  it  by  pale  moonlight," 

It  were  useless  to  atleiuid  a  description  of  it.  From  the 
Terrapin  Hocks  and  from  Luna  ishiiid,  the  Lunar  I!ow  is  to  be 
seen  best  in  its  gloiicuis  imnsliiiri  ncss.  and  it  is  to  these  points 

"  That  many  a  Lun.ir  belle  goes  forth, 
To  meet  a  Lunar  beau." 

And  from  the  Teri'a]iin  IiO(d<s  ami  Luna  Island  each  morning, 
when  the  sun  is  not  obsciircd,  one  gazes  eiiiraiiced  into  the  rising 
clouds  of  spray,  from  which  the  bow  of  promise,  like 

"  An  arch  of  glory  springs. 
Sparkling  as  the  chain  of  rings, 
Round  the  neck  ot  virgins  hung." 

And  when,  on  a  bright  afternoon,  one  stands  among  the  rocke;  at 
the  base  of  and  in  front  of  the  Luna  Island  Fall,  he  is  the  centre 
of  a  complete  rainbow  circle. 
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Bjron's  description   of  Velino  may   proporly  be  applied   to 
Niagara: 

"  A  matchless  Cataract 
Horribly  beautiful:  bin  on  tlie  verBO, 
Prom  side  to  side,  beneath  the  glittering  morn 
An  Iris  sits,  amidst  the  infernul  surgo 
Like  hope  upon  a  deathbed,  and  unworn 
Its  steady  dyes,  while  all  around  is  torn 
By  the  distracied  waters,  bears  serene 
Its  brilliant  hues,  with  all  their  beams  unshorn 
Resembling,  midst  the  torture  of  the  scene 
Love  watching  madness  wiih  unalterable  mien.'" 

Another  likens  the  Island  to  "  Love  in  the  clasp  of  madness," 
while  Tom  Mooro,  who  gazed  at  it  from  across  the  gorge  lu 
1804,  makes  the  Spirit  say: 

"  There  amidst  the  Island's  sedge 
Just  above  the  CaLar  ct's  edge 
Where  the  toot  of  living  man 
Never  trod  since  time  began," 

which  was  poetic,  but  not  founded  on  fact. 
And  still  another  wrote  of 

"  The  isle  that  linked  In  wild  Niagara's  firm  embrace, 
Still  wcirs  the  smile  of  summer  on  its  face." 


ITS  OWNERS. 

The  ownership  of  the  islands  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

The  Aborigines ^jqq 

The  Neuters 1G00-Ifi51 

The  Senecas 1G51-1764 

Sir  William  Johnson 1704 

The  English  Crown 17G4-1783 

State  of  New  York 1783-1816 

The  Porters 181G-1S85 

State  of  New  York 1885-1900 
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ITS  LITERATURE. 

Much  has  bpon  writtpn  about  Xiaf^ara  by  thousands.  Its 
description  lia?  bem  attoni]jtod  by  inauy  who  aro  woll  kllO^Yn  in 
the  literature  of  the  world ;  and  by  many  more  avIio  are  unknown. 
The  shortest,  perhay)S  Ib.e  most  cloniiont,  probably  llic  most  sut?- 
gestive,  certainly  th(^  most  non-descriptive  descrij^tion  of  Niaj^ara 
ever  penned  was  that  by  Fanny  Keniblo,  whoso  journal  tolls  of 
her  approach  to  the  brink  of  tlio  abyr-s  and  closes  with  the  words, 

"  I  saw  Niagara, 
0  GoJl  who  cau  describe  that  sight." 

But  while  much  has  thus  been  written,  a  s^'cat  deal  of  prose 
that  is  worth  I'oadinjj:  and  a  very  Hide  poetry  that  is  worth  re- 
meml  rinc,  it  is  of  Niatrara  as  a  wliolo,  as  a  unit,  in  its  gener- 
ality, in  its  comprehensiveness;  Iroatin,'.':  the  water,  the  Falls, 
the  rapids,  the  .Lrorpe,  the  sky  line  of  the  river  as  seen  from  the 
brink  of  the  Tlorsoshoe.  the  si'ray.  the  rainbow,  and  the  islands 
are  component  parts  of  one  absorbinj?  whole,  that  almost  all 
writers  treated  it. 

Some  of  them  speci.ally  mention  Goat  Island;  others,  and  they 
are  in  the  vast  majority,  refor  to  it  only  as  an  incident.  Neither 
Goat  Island  nor  even  Nia^rara  Falls  have  over  elicited  a  strong 
poem  fi'ora  any  poet  of  the  first  rank. 

Some  men.  like  Dor*^,  have  pictured  Niaj^'ara  without  ever  hav- 
ing seen  it;  some  men,  like  Krainard.  h.ave  written  poetic  effu- 
sions about  it  without  eA^er  having  gazed  upon  it;  but  no  im- 
portant description  of  Nia.2;ara  has  over  been  jtenned  by  one  who 
has  never  gazed  upon  it  and  wlio  has  not  knov,-n  the  sensation 
occasioned  by  tho  first  view  thereof;  and  certainly  no  one  has 
ever  written  anything  about  Goat  Island  who  has  not  visited 
it,  studied  it  in  all  its  varied  aspects,  and  been  held  enthralled 

by  its  spell. 

to 
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ITS   VISITORS. 

rerlmps  iiu  one  KjM.t  in  (he  w.uld  has  Ijccn  visiled  during  the 
last  lour  score  years  by  so  many  people,  of  bolh  sexes,  of  so 
many  varied  oeuupaliuus  and  of  so  many  uatioualities,  as  Goat 
Island. 

Lovers  of  nai.ire  and  of  i(s  uniinie  and  glorious  scenery,  irav- 
ellers  and  tourists,  scientists  and  artists,  writers  of  prose  and 
of  poetry,  divines  and  lawyers  aie  numbered  among  its  admirers 
and  students. 

Potentates  and  princes,  rulers  and  statesmen,  warriors  and 
diplomats,  adventurers  and  mountebanks  and  the  leaders  in  every 
branch  of  science,  knowledge  and  art  have  trod  its  paths. 

And  from  its  associations  many  of  these  have  drawn  inspira- 
tions that  led  them  to  higher  and  nobler  aims.     ]5n{  in  ai.tith 
esis,    from     its    edges    men     and    wonun   have    leaped    to   self- 
destruction,  while  others  liave  profaned  its  san<{ily  by  availing 
themselves  of  the  chances  afforded  by  its  solitude  for  murder. 


ITS   PROPOSED   USES. 

Many  arc  the  uses  to  which  the  ingenuity  of  man  has,  durin^ 
the  past  90  years,  desired  to  turn  the  Island. 

It  was  desired  originally  for  a  sheep  pen. 

The  State  Legislature  designed  to  use  it  for  a  State  prison  or 
a  State  arsenal. 

Lafayette  as  well  as  many  others  would  have  liked  to  have  it 
for  a  residence  park, 
r.  T.  Barnum  wanted  to  buy  it  for  a  circus  ground. 
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Cornelius  \  anderbilt,  >!r.,  tried  to  buy  it  for  use  as  a  pleasure 
ground  in  lonmciiDn  witii  Iuh  raiiruads. 

Jim  riske  wiinUd  it  for  use  iis  a  pieuic  ground  and  as  a  ter- 
niinai  of  the  Erie  railroad. 

And  ani(jng  the  many  iir()[H)isilions  which  were  made  to  its 
owners  for  ils  use  w(  re,  a«  llie  wile  of  a  lu.nmnoih  liolel,  as  a  I'aee 
traeic,  as  a  hetanicnl  jiarden,  as  a  rilie  ran^c.  and  as  a  site  for  a 
collection  of  mannfacturies  to  be  located  along  the  shores  of  the 
Island  and  llie  power  to  be  furnished  by  r\inniHg  lall  piers  out 
into  Die  river  and  tliut;  (•(lileiiiiii,'  the  waters;  and  again  by  cutting 
a  canal  liirough  the  center  of  the  Island  from  east  to  west  and 
locating  the  factories  along  its  banks. 

De\Mtt  Clinton  in  ISIO.  noted  its  value  for  hydraulic  works, 
and  that  use  was  suggested  oflencr  than  any  other  until  the 
ostablishiuent  of  tlie  i^tale  lieservation  in  18S5.  And  ever  since 
then,  jjians  have  lieen  urgi  d  witli  lliis  object  in  view;  some  men 
seeming  to  be  unable  to  realize  (when  they  think  tliey  see  a  dollar 
for  (hemselves)  that  tlie  State's  ])urchase  was  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  forever  retaining  the  natural  scenery,  which  private  owners 
had  happily  preserved. 
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ADDENDA. 

To  give,  even  partially,  rejiroductior.s  of  the  best  views  from  the 
Island  would  be  to  add  so  many  illustrations  of  the  scenery  at 
Niagara,  as  to  too  greatly  enlarge  the  bulk  of  this  article.  Hence, 
practically  no  views  of  the  many  sided  modern  scenery  as  seen 
from  Goat  li^land  have  been  reproduced. 

In  18S9  a  hurricane  blew  down  many  trees  on  Ooat  Island, 
among  them  the  Botanic  "  Monarch  of  the  Isle,"  a  cross  section 
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of  whose  trunk  may  be  seen  at  the  Xiajijara  Falls  rublic  Library. 
On  it  is  inscribed;  -I  grow  on  Goat  Island,  and  for  over  400 
years  stood  sciilinel  over  its  Indian  graves.  I  wan  a  sturdy  (^up- 
liny  when  Columbus  lauded  at  San  Salvador.  I  was  150  years 
old  wheu  the  tirst  white  man  gazed  upon  Niagara.  I  saw  and 
knew  this  first  wliite  man,  but  eannot  reveal  his  name.  I  was 
over  200  years  old  when  La  Salle  and  Hennepin  visited  Niagara. 
I  Avas  blown  down  in  18S!).  the  oldest  and  largest  tree  within 
the  sound  of  Niagara's  roar." 

On  Luna  Island  is  an  enibedded  rock,  whose  top  projects  above 
the  surface,  and  on  this  many  years  ago  a,  cunning  hand  carved 
the  words,  still  decipherable, 

"All  iB  change 

Eternal  progress 
No  death." 

Who  carved  them  no  one  knows,  and  where  he  lies  entomb(<d 
is  a  mystery;  but  here,  in  full  view  of  thousands  of  annual  visit- 
ors, stands  his  epitaph,  and  the  ceaseless  roar  of  Niagara  sings 
his  everlasting  requiem. 

In  regard  to  all  of  Nature's  handiwork,  there  are  always  men 
who  think  that  certain  parts  of  it  would  have  been  more  effect- 
ively and  better  done  if  they  could  only  have  been  consulted 
about  it,  and  the  case  of  Goat  Island  is  no  exception. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  least  objectionably  worded  of  such  criticisms 
on  Goat  Island,  which  is  conceded  to  be  one  of  tlie  loveliest  and 
grandest  spots  on  earth,  was  written  less  than  40  years  ago,  in 
these  words: 

"It  would  be  considered  rather  presumptions  in  any  one  to 
think  of  improving  upon  Niagara,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  etfect  would  be  increased  Immensely  if  the  island  which 
divides  the  cataract  into  the  Horse  Shoe  and  the  American  Falls 
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and  the  rock  which  juts  up  in  the  latter  and  subdivides  it  un- 
equally, were  moved  or  did  not  exist;  then  the  river,  in  one  grand 
front  of  over  1,000  yards,  would  malce  the  leap  en  masse." 

Fortunately  the  idea  is  now  impracticable,  and  Goat  Island 
exists  because  such  is  the  will  of  the  Creator. 

Goat  Isalnd  iuid  Niaj^^ara,  for  Ihcy  are  synonymous  terms,  once 
seen  can  never  be  forgotten,  nor  will  the  influences  derived  from 
a  leisurely  visit  to  them  ever  be  entirely  lost. 

Their  impression  on  an  appreciative  mind  was  beautifully  ex- 
pressed many  years  ago,  in  the  following  poetic  prose: 

"  iS'iagara,  when  once  we  become  acquainted  with  it^  is  capable 
of  exercising  a  strange  power  of  fascination  over  the  mind;  and 
the  imaginative  individual  should  not  be  surprised  if  he  find 
mere  water,  earth  and  air,  changing  in  its  conceptions,  into  a 
creature  of  life.  No  wonder  that  the  savages  adored  it,  and 
peopled  it  with  invisible  beings,  and  imagined  it  the  abode  of  the 
Great  Spirit.  \A'ith  me  it  will  always  remain  a  vision  of  beauty, 
closely  associated  with  that  glui'v  with  which,  in  my  notion,  I 
shadow  and  imagine  the  Supreme.  I  loved  it  as  a  fellow;  I  left 
it  with  regret.  Its  form  slill  lingers  before  my  eyes,  its  rushing 
voices  still  hymn  in  my  ears.  And  often  still,  sleeping  or  waking 
am  I,  in  heart,  among  the  cedars  of  Iris  Island." 
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